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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Thurrock  Urban  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  herewith  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1965. 

The  long  delay  in  the  publication  which  is  necessary  in  order 
to  include  certain  official  statistics  makes  the  report  of  value  as 
a  record  of  past  achievements  rather  than  a  provider  of  up-to-date 
news.  Nevertheless  a  survey  of  the  past  often  helps  in  the  planning 
for  the  future. 

During  the  Year  a  case  of  Typhoid  was  reported  in  a  young 
girl  and  your  Health  Inspectors  put  their  carefully  arranged  plans 
into  practice  and  almost  two  hundred  visits  to  contacts  were  carried 
out.  Their  efforts  were  well  rewarded,  the  source  was  traced  and 
no  further  cases  occurred. 

The  value  of  Health  Education  and  good  Hygiene  in  the 
control  of  Infectious  Disease  is  undoubted  and  courses  of  Lectures 
have  been  held  for  food  handlers  at  the  Thurrock  Technical 
College.  Those  attending  showed  enthusiasm  for  their  studies  and 
the  general  standard  of  food  handling  in  shops  in  Thurrock  is 
good. 

The  problem  of  tipping  refuse  continues  to  present  difficulties 
and  further  thought  to  long  term  planning  in  this  direction  is 
necessary. 

I  have  to  thank  my  Chairman  for  his  understanding,  interest, 
help  and  advice  which  has  made  my  work  so  pleasant  and  I  am 
indebted  to  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  great  help 
he  has  been  in  dealing  with  Infectious  Disease  in  the  district. 

Dnring  the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  Dr.  P.  J.  Roden 
acted  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  pending  the  present  arrange¬ 
ments  which  came  into  force  on  the  1st  April,  1965. 

I  am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

T.  D.  BLOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 

34  Cresthill  Avenue, 

Grays,  Essex. 

Telephone:  Grays  Thurrock  4641/4. 
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SECTION  “A” 


Land  Area  of  the  District  (in  Acres) 


42,000 


Population  (Registrar-General’s  Estimated  Mid-Year 
1965) 


119,780 


No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  or  Flats  (according  to  Rate 
Books  as  at  31.12.65) 

Rateable  Value  (at  31.3.65)  ... 


34,117 

£7,036,518 


Product  of  a  Id.  Rate  (at  31.3.65) 


£30,112 


The  Urban  District  of  Thurrock  stretches  along  the  northern 
bank  of  the  River  Thames,  having  approximately  18  miles  of 
river  frontage.  The  area  adjoining  the  river  is  industrial  and 
contains  two  of  the  chief  centres  of  population  —  Grays  and 
Tilbury. 

The  principal  industries  are  the  manufacture  of  cement,  mar¬ 
garine,  cardboard,  footwear,  detergents,  nitric  acid  and  chemical 
fertilisers.  In  addition  there  are  the  oil  refineries  at  Coryton  and 
Shell  Haven,  the  oil  storage  undertakings  at  Thames  Haven, 
Grays  and  Purfleet  and  the  docks  at  Tilbury. 

Inland,  the  principal  occupation  is  agriculture  and  the  district 
includes  many  market  gardens  and  dairy  farms. 

A  large  number  of  the  inhabitants  travel  daily  to  work  in 
London. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 


Thurrock 
Urban  District 


Live  Births: 


Number — (1,137  Males,  1,034  Females)  ... 
Rate  per  1,000  estimated  \  (Crude)  ... 
Mid-Year  Home  Population  J  (Adjusted  ... 
Illegitimate  Live  Births  percentage  of  total 


2,171 

18.12 

17.94 


Live  Births 


6.73 
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Stillbirths: 

Number — (15  Males,  11  Females) .  26 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  ...  11.83 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  .  2,197 

Deaths 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year): 

Number — (26  males,  16  Females) . 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 
Live  Births  . 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegiti¬ 
mate  Live  Births  ...  . 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  four 
weeks)  (17  Males,  9  Females)  per  1,000 
total  Live  Births . 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under 
one  week)  (5  Males,  6  Females)  per  1.000 
total  Live  Births  ...  . 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and 
deaths  under  one  week  combined)  per 
1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  . 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion): 

Number  of  deaths  .  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  ....  0.0 

All  Causes: 

Number — (515  Males,  420  Females)  ...  935 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  )  (Crude)  7.81 

Mid-Year  Home  population  I  (Adjusted)  11.17 


42 

19.35 

19.75 

13.69 

11.98 

9.67 

21.39 
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SECTION  “B” 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

The  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  have  been 
enumerated  at  the  commencement  of  this  Report. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Pathological  Laboratory  facilities  are  provided  as  in  the 
past  years  by  the  N.E.  Metropolitan  Hospital  Regional  Board 
and  whilst  the  main  Laboratory  is  situated  in  Billericay  at  St. 
Andrew’s  Hospital,  good  facilities  exist  at  Orsett  Hospital  in  the 
area.  In  addition  the  area  is  served  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Southend-on-Sea  where  all  examinations  of 
milk,  water,  ice-cream,  etc.,  are  carried  out.  Biological  examina¬ 
tion  of  milk  is  undertaken  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Lon¬ 
don  Road,  Chelmsford.  Virus  investigations  are  also  carried  out 
by  the  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Chelmsford. 
These  Public  Health  Laboratories  are  administered  by  the  Medical 
Research  Council. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 


The  ambulance  service  is  administered  centrally  and  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  Essex  County  Council. 


Ambulance  Vehicles 
Dual  Purpose  Vehicles  . 
Total  cases  conveyed 
Stretcher  cases 
Other  cases  ... 

Total  Mileage 

Total  emergency  cases  . 


4 

5 

...  39,604 
3,119 
36,485 


...  239,763 
...  3,852 


SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  ESSEX  COUNTY 
HEALTH  SERVICES 

Provision  of  Nursing  Appliances  in  the  Home. 

On  application  numerous  articles  of  equipment  for  the  patients 
in  their  homes  are  supplied.  Such  articles  include  bedrests,  bedpans, 
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bed  cradles,  commodes,  mattresses,  wheelchairs  in  and  out-door, 
air  cushions,  air  rings,  etc.  The  main  depot  for  distribution  is  at 
Whitehall  Lodge,  Whitehall  Lane,  Grays.  Nursing  equipment  on 
loan  for  the  sick,  does  not,  as  a  rule,  include  specialised  equipment 
for  the  permanently  incapacitated. 


HOSPITAL  SERVICES  are  provided  by  the  North  East 
Metropolitan  Hospital  Regional  Board  at  3  hospitals. 

1.  Tilbury  and  Riverside  General  Hospital  (Orsett  Branch) 

2.  Tilbury  and  Riverside  General  Hospital  (Tilbury  Branch). 

3.  Thurrock  Hospital — Diseases  of  the  Chest.  Tuberculosis. 

A  new  out-patients’  Department  has  been  Built  at  Orsett  Hos¬ 
pital  to  serve  the  district  and  a  new  Hospital  is  being  built. 

Mobile  Meals. 

The  Women’s  Voluntary  Services  have  a  limited  distribution 
of  meals  on  certain  days  upon  application.  The  Local  Authority 
made  ail  annual  grant  of  £750  towards  this  service.  I  am  indebted 
to  Mrs.  K.  Smith,  Acting  Centre  Organiser,  for  the  following 
information. 

Grays  Area :  — 

No.  of  meals  distributed  ...  7.001 
Approximate  mileage  ...  4,650 

Stanford-le-Hope  Area :  — 

No.  of  meals  distributed  ...  2.524 
Approximate  mileage  ...  625 

Aveley  Area :  — 

No.  of  meals  distributed  ...  L296 
(5  months  period  only — Sub-centre 
opened  1st  August,  1965) 

Approximate  mileage  ...  475 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  (Section  22) 
Clinic  Premises. 

On  the  following  pages  will  be  found  a  list  of  the  clinics  serv¬ 
ing  Thurrock  which  includes  the  one  Health  Centre  which  was  built 
in  the  year  1955.  During  the  year  Relaxation  Classes  were  taken 
over  in  the  Linford  Village  Hall  from  the  mothers  who  had  been 
hiring  the  premises  privately.  A  Child  Welfare  Session  was  started 
in  the  Gardner  Hall,  Wharf  Road,  Fobbing. 
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Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics. 

Ante-natal  Clinic  sessions  were  held  during  1965  in  7  of  the 
premises.  The  Midwives  sessions  are  held  mainly  for  booking 
patients  for  home  confinements.  Relaxation  classes  where  expect¬ 
ant  mothers  are  taught  ante  and  post-natal  exercises  continued  to 
be  held  during  1965. 

Child  Welfare  Sessions. 

There  are  14  Centres  in  Thurrock  where  Child  Welfare 
Sessions  are  held  at  which  mothers  attend  to  discuss  their  problems 
with  the  Health  Visitors  and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods,  Medicaments  &  Nutrients. 

The  Ministry  welfare  foods  and  proprietary  brands  of  medi¬ 
caments  and  nutrients  were  sold  at  the  Child  Welfare  sessions  and, 
in  addition,  so  far  as  the  Ministry  of  Food  items  are  concerned, 
certain  voluntary  distributors  continue  to  provide  this  service  for 
mothers  in  areas  not  easily  accessible  to  the  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Day  Nurseries. 

The  two  Day  Nurseries  in  the  Area,  one  at  Palmer’s  Avenue 
in  Grays  and  the  other  in  London  Road,  West  Thurrock,  each 
catering  for  30  places,  continue  to  accept  children  mainly  in  the 
priority  groups  mentioned  herewith:  — 

Priority  (1) — Children  of  sole  wage-earners — i.e.,  widow, 
widower,  a  parent  separated,  divorced  or  deser¬ 
ted,  unmarried  mother,  mother  working  on 
account  of  father’s  chronic  illness. 

Priority  (2) — Admissions  recommended  by  Area  Medical 
Officers  for  medical  reasons,  including  cases)  aris¬ 
ing  from  socio-economic  circumstances  irrespec¬ 
tive  of  whether  the  mothers  are  in  employment. 

Priority  (3) — Admissions  due  to  illness  of  either  parent,  inclu¬ 
ding  confinement  of  mother  or  emergency. 

Priority  (4) — Children  of  mothers  in  employment  highly  essen¬ 
tial  to  communal  services,  subject  in  each  case 
to  the  approval  of  the  Chairman  or  the  Vice- 
Chairman  of  the  Health  Area  Sub-Committee. 

Again,  attendance  at  the  Nurseries  suffered  from  infectious 
illness  and  in  the  Summer  months,  parents  holidays  tend  to  reduce 
the  average  attendance.  The  total  attendances  are  given  below 
with  the  attendanoess  for  last  year  in  brackets.  The  Nuseries  were 
open  for  255  days  in  the  year. 

March  Quarter  3396  (2482) 

June  Quarter  3203  (3461) 

September  Quarter  3369  (3326) 

December  Quarter  3778  (3562) 

Total  13746  (12831) 
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Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  Service. 

The  number  of  Midwifery  staff  employed  at  the  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1965,  was  18  full-time  and  2  part-time,  there  being  one  full¬ 
time  vacancy.  The  introduction  of  a  new  rota  system  whereby  the 
Midwives  have  alternate  week-ends  off  duty  commenced  in  October. 
A  pilot  scheme  was  arranged  with  regard  to  the  gradual  delegation 
of  Midwives  to  G.P.  practices,  one  Midwife  in  the  Stanford-le-Hope 
area  being  partially  delegated.  Owing  to  the  increased  number  of 
early  maternity  discharges  it  was  found  necessary  to  engage  a  part- 
time  Midwife  to  undertake  the  major  part  of  this  work,  the 
Midwife  concerned  working  on  a  40  hour  week  basis. 

In  1965,  30  Student  Nurses  were  accepted  for  observation  visits 
on  the  District  both  with  District  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors.  The 
Students  also  attended  clinic  sessions  and  Day  Nurseries. 

During  the  year  Domiciliary  Midwives  attended  1,122  births 
and  814  mdthers  who  were  discharged  from  hospitals  after  confine¬ 
ments  before  the  10th  day.  A  total  of  26,193  visits  were  made  by 
the  Midwives.  In  spite  of  the  tremendous  difficulties  due  to 
shortage  of  staff  and  sickness  the  District  Nurses  in  the  area  coped 
extremely  well  with  the  situation. 

Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation  Act,  1948. 

The  number  of  persons  and  premises  registered  under  the  Act 
at  the  end  of  1965  was  as  follows: 

No.  of  persons  registered  7 
No.  of  premises  registered  6 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  1 32  children  being  cared  for 
and  one  additional  house  was  registered  during  1965.  As  prev¬ 
iously,  Health  Visitors  have  been  asked  to  inspect  the  premises 
and  to  explain  and  discuss  the  standard  required.  The  Chief  Fire 
Officer  has  assisted  in  making  an  inspection  to  ascertain  the  need 
for  fire  precautions.  Those  in  charge  of  the  Nurseries  and  indeed 
the  Child  Minders  generally,  were  required  to  undergo  chest  x-ray 
before  a  Certificate  of  Registration  could  be  issued.  Regular  visits 
are  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  the  registered  premises.  There 
is  no  Daily  Guardian  Scheme  in  operation  in  the  area. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

1,229  school  children  received  B.C.G.  vaccination  during  the 

year. 

Prevention  of  Illness — Care  and  After  Care  (Section  28) 
Recuperative  Holidays. 

41  persons  went  away  on  recuperative  holidays  where  either 
general  practitioners  and/or  hospital  consultants  so  recommended. 
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Extra  Nourishment. 

Arrangements  whereby  patients  suffering  from  chest  com¬ 
plaints  can  receive  a  pint  of  milk  per  day  without  charge  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Chest  Physician  continued  during  the  year 
there  being  57  people  receiving  free  milk  at  the  end  of  1964  and 
20  new  cases  were  recommended  during  1965. 


Tuberculosis  Visiting. 

The  Tuberculosis  Visitors  made  707  visits  during  the  year  and 
there  were  also  548  first  examinations  of  contacts  and  1,015  subse¬ 
quent  examinations  of  contacts. 

Chiropody. 

The  treatment  given  at  our  clinics  continues  to  be  limited  in 
scope  by  the  shortage  of  qualified  staff,  at  the  end  of  the  year  there 
being  only  1.2  Chiropodists  engaged.  Nevertheless  it  was  still 
possible  to  include  the  Welfare  Department  premises  in  the  pro¬ 
gramme  of  visits  and  this  continued  at  Bennett  Lodge  and  with 
the  opening  of  Leatherland  Lodge  at  South  Ockendon  the  full-time 
Chiropodist  was  able  to  attend  one  session  per  month. 

Health  Education. 

In  order  to  deal  effectively  with  the  increasing  demand  for 
Health  Education  Programmes  from  the  Thurrock  Schools,  the 
Health  Visitors  attended,  during  the  Autumn  Term,  a  short  course 
on  teaching  methods  and  techniques  at  the  Thurrock  Technical 
College.  There  are  three  full  scale  Health  Education  Programmes 
being  carried  out  in  schools  at  the  present  time.  In  addition,  many 
short  talks,  films  and  demonstrations  on  specific  Health  Subjects 
have  been  carried  out  in  schools  throughout  the  year. 

105  films  have  been  shown  to  youth  Groups,  Voluntary 
Organisations,  Parent  /Teachers  Associations,  etc. 

The  Relaxation  and  Mothercraft  Classes  held  at  the  Aveley 
Health  Centre  and  the  Essex  County  Health  Services  Clinics 
throughout  Thurrock  have  been  well  attended  and  facilities  have 
been  given  for  husbands  to  come  to  evening  sessions. 

Indirect  Health  Teaching  is  carried  out  daily  by  the  Health 
Visitors  in  the  homes  and  displays  on  Health  Subjects  are  put  on 
at  their  Clinics. 

Lectures  on  the  social  aspects  of  disease  are  given  by  the 
Superintendent  Health  Visitor  to  the  Students  of  South  East  Essex 
Hospital  Management  Group  and  to  Student  Nurses  of  Harold 
Wood  Hospital,  and  the  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses  take 
these  Students  for  their  practical  work. 
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The  appointment  of  a  Field  Work  Instructor  has  been  made 
in  this  area  and  Health  Visitor  Students  from  the  Barking  College 
of  Technology  are  received  for  their  practical  training. 

Home  Help  Service — Section  29. 

The  total  number  of  cases  provided  with  help  during  the  year 
was  1,239  and  the  total  number  of  hours  worked  by  the  whole-time 
equivalent  of  103  Helps  was  223,601. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


School  Population. 

The  school  population  for  Thurrock  including  Special  Schools 
at  the  end  of  1965  was  20,593. 


ESSEX 

COUNTY  HEALTH  SERVICES 

CLINICS 

District 

Details  of  Clinic 

Address 

Aveley 

Child  Welfare 

Ante-natal 

Women’s  Welfare 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 
Chiropody 

School  Clinic 

Health  Services  Clinic, 
Hall  Lane, 

Aveley 

Aveley  Health  Centre 

Child  Welfare  &  Chiropody 
Relaxation  Classes  &  Women’s 
Welfare 

School  Clinic 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 
Midwives  Booking  Session 
Dental 

Health  Services  Centre, 
Darenth  Lane, 

Aveley 

Bulphan 

Child  Welfare 

Chiropody 

Village  Hall, 

Bulphan 

Chadwell-St.-Mary 

Child  Welfare  &  Chiropody 
Ante-natal 

Mothercraft 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 
School  Clinic 

Health  Services  Clinic, 
River  View, 
Chadwell-St.-Mary 

Corringham 

Child  Welfare  &  Chiropody 
Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Memorial  Hall, 
Corringham 
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District 

Details  of  Clinic 

Address 

East  Tilbury 

Child  Welfare 
Midwives  Booking 

Session 

“Rheidovale,” 

Princess  Margaret  Rd. 
East  Tilbury 

Fobbing 

Child  Welfare 
Immunisation  and 

Vaccination 

Gardner  Hall, 

Wharf  Road,  Fobbing 

Grays 

Child  Welfare 
Ante-natal 

Women’s  Welfare 
Family  Planning 
Immunisation  and 
School  Clinic 

Vaccination 

Health  Services  Clinic, 
The  Park,  Grays 

Child  Welfare 

Ante-natal 

Ante-natal  Exercises 

Mothercraft 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 
Chiropody 

School  Clinic 

Health  Services  Clinic, 
Stifford  Long  Lane, 
Grays 

Dental 

Chiropody 

School  Clinic 

Glasson  House  Clinic, 
Off  High  Street, 

Grays 

Horndon-on-the-Hill 

Child  Welfare 
School  Clinic 

Community  Hall, 

High  Road, 
Horndon-on-the-Hill 

Linford 

Post  Natal  Exercises 

Village  Hall, 

Linford 

Purfleet  and 

West  Thurrock 

Child  Welfare 
Ante-natal 
Immunisation  and 
Chiropody 

School  Clinic 

Vaccination 

Health  Services  Clinic. 
London  Road, 

West  Thurrock 

South  Ockendon 

Child  Welfare 
Ante-natal 
Immunisation  and 
Chiropody 

School  Clinic 

Vaccination 

Health  Services  Clinic, 
107  South  Road, 

South  Ockendon 

Stanford-le-Hope 

Child  Welfare 
Ante-natal 
Mothercraft 
Immunisation  and 
School  Clinic 

Vaccination 

Health  Services  Clinic, 
St.  Margaret’s  Hall, 
Stanford-le-Hope 
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Housing. 

The  Council  'have  9,899  Council  Houses  and  in  addition  the 
London  County  Council,  the  East  Ham  Borough  Council  and  the 
West  Ham  Borough  Council  have  built  estates.  Despite  this  there 
still  remains  a  total  number  of  4,578  upon  the  waiting  list  for 
houses.  The  allocation  of  Thurrock  Council  Houses  is  dealt  with 
upon  a  points  scheme  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  recom¬ 
mends  extra  points  upon  medical  evidence  submitted  on  behalf  of 
the  patients.  During  the  year  under  review  286  cases  were  investi¬ 
gated  and  points  awarded. 

Medical  Examination  of  Staff. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  medically  examines  entrants  to 
the  Council’s  Service  and  deals  with  medical  questions  arising  in 
regard  to  examinations  as  to  the  fitness  of  an  employee  to  remain 
in  the  Council’s  Service. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  (Section  47) 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  above  Act. 

Disposal  of  the  Dead. 

The  South  Essex  Crematorium  situated  over  the  boundary  of 
the  district  at  Corbets  Tey  is  carried  on  with  the  London  Borough 
of  Havering.  The  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  constituent 
authorities  act  as  Medical  Referees  and  during  the  year  the  remains 
of  1,910  persons  from  the  Thurrock  area  were  disposed  of. 

Co-operation  With  the  City  and  Port  of  London. 

The  Urban  District  of  Thurrock  contains  Tilbury  Docks,  into 
which  an  enormous  amount  of  shipping  arrives  and  two  Assistant 
Medical  Officers  of  the  Essex  County  Health  Service  working  in 
the  Thurrock  district  act  as  Boarding  Officers. 

Public  Mortuary  Service. 

192  deaths  were  reported  to  H.M.  Coroner,  Dr.  Charles  Clark. 
The  total  number  of  inquests  held  was  52,  after  a  post-mortem  in 
each  case.  There  were  125  post-mortems  without  inquests  and  in 
15  deaths  there  were  neither  post-mortems  nor  inquests. 

The  verdicts  given  at  the  Inquests  consisted  of  33  ‘accidental 
deaths,’  which  includes  2  in  which  the  cause  of  death  was  drown¬ 
ing.  There  were  6  verdicts  of  ‘took  his/her  own  life,’  and  the 
remaining  13  inquests  resulted  in  other  categories,  including 
‘open,’  ‘natural  causes,’  ‘industrial  disease,’  and  those  which  were 
adjourned  under  Section  20  of  the  Coroner’s  (Amendment)  Act, 
1926,  and  not  resumed. 
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SECTION  “C” 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


DISEASE 

Notified 

Confirmed 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

75 

75 

■ - 

- - 

Dysentery 

33 

. 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  (Acute  and 
Influenzal) 

42 

42 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis  ... 

42 

42 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

20 

20 

— 

— 

Measles 

15  77 

1577 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

9 

9 

5 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

131 

_ — 

■ — 

— 

Meningococcal 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

■ 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Encephalitis 

1 

1 

1 

— . 
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Food  Poisoning,  &c. 

The  number  of  cases  of  dysentery  and  Suspected  Food 
Poisoning  notified  shows  a  slight  decrease  for  the  year  1965  com¬ 
pared  with  1964.  No  outbreaks  were  reported. 

It  is  the  practice  to  take  faecal  specimens  from  each  notified 
case  of  food  poisoning  or  dysentery  in  which  food  handlers  are 
involved  (whether  as  patients  or  contacts)  and  if  a  positive  result 
is  obtained,  three  negative  specimens  are  required  before  he  or 
she  is  permitted  to  resume  work.  Such  specimens  are  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  WestclitT-on-Sea. 

During  the  year  36  persons  were  excluded  from  work  and  in 
twelve  cases  compensation  for  loss  of  earnings  was  made. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  faecal  and  urine 
specimens  or  throat  swabs  submitted  by  the  department  during 
the  year. 


Positive 

Taken  From 

Total 

Negative 

Staph. 

Aureus 

Shig. 

Sonnei 

Food  Handlers 

66 

64 

— 

2 

Non-Food  Handlers 

78 

77 

I 

— 

19 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

periods 

Respiratory 

Non-Resp'ry 

Respiratory 

Non-Resp'ry 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i  year 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2-4  yrs. 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

5-9  „ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10-14  » 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— - 

15-19 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

20-24  ,, 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

25-34  „ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-44 .. 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

45-54  „ 

4 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

55-64  „ 

9 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65-74 .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

75  up¬ 
wards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

26 

13 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 
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Report  of  the 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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SECTION  “D” 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply. 

The  principal  water  supply  of  the  area  is  provided  by  South 
Essex  Waterworks  Company,  the  vast  majority  of  the  premises  in 
the  district  being  served  thereby.  A  small  part  of  the  area  at 
Langdon  Hills  is  served  by  the  Southend  Waterworks  Company. 

The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quan¬ 
tity  throughout  the  year  and  is  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 

No.  of  samples  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  ex¬ 
amination:  — - 

(a)  From  Public  Mains .  15 

(b)  From  Wells,  etc.  .  2 

No.  of  samples  taken  and  submitted  for  chemical  examina¬ 
tion:  — 

(a)  From  Public  Mains .  8 

(b)  From  Wells  .  .  1 

All  samples  from  the  public  mains  were  satisfactory  both 
chemically  and  bacteriologically  but  both  bacteriological  sumples 
from  well  water  were  unsatisfactory.  The  samples  refer  to  the  same 
well  and  showed  a  fairly  high  general  count  with  coliform  organ¬ 
isms.  No  faecal  coliform  were,  however,  present.  The  farmhouse 
served  by  this  well  is  some  250  yards  from  the  nearest  main  and 
although  efforts  are  being  made  to  make  a  connection,  they  have 
not  yet  been  successful. 


No.  of  dwelling'houses  supplied  from 
public  water  mains  direct  . 

34,094 

Estimated  population  served 

119.700 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  public 
water  mains  supplied  by  standpipes 

20 

Estimated  population  served 

70 

No.  of  houses  served  by  wells  or  stored 
rainwater 

3 

Estimated  population  served 

10 

Those  properties  supplied  by  standpipes  refer  to  premises 
forming  part  of  the  Dunton  Hills  Estate.  The  laying  of  water  mains 
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would  be  very  expensive  and  moreover,  it  is  thought  that  some  of 
the  land  will  revert  to  agriculture  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

The  three  remaining  houses  supplied  by  wells  are  situated  in  the 
more  remote  rural  portion  of  the  area  where  the  cost  of  providing 
a  mains  supply  is  very  expensive.  In  addition  there  are  two  wells 
at  one  of  the  oil  refineries,  the  water  from  which  is  used  for  drink¬ 
ing  and  domestic  purposes. 

Meteorological  Details. 

Total  amount  of  rain  which  fell  during  the  year  22.80  ins. 

Number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell  .  117 

Heaviest  rainfall  on  any  one  day  (Sept.  4th)  ...  2.12  ins. 

No.  of  hours  of  sunshine . 1,232 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

By  far  the  greater  proportion  of  the  area  is  sewered.  The 
village  of  Bulphan  on  the  northern  boundary,  together  with 
the  Dunton  Hills  Estate,  parts  of  Linford.  Fobbing  and  Orsett 
are  the  principal  areas  not  yet  sewered. 

During  the  year  the  Eastern  Area  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Dis¬ 
posal  Scheme  providing  for  the  extension  of  the  High  Level  Trunk 
Sewer  to  Corringham,  the  elimination  of  the  Corringham  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  and  the  purification  of  the  Corringham  and  Stan- 
ford-le-Hope  sewage  at  the  Stanford-le-Hope  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  (which  are  to  be  extended)  were  submitted  to  the  Minister 
for  loan  sanction. 

The  Linford  Sewerage  Scheme  is  well  advanced  and  should  be 
completed  during  1966. 

A  new  sewerage  scheme  for  Orsett  Village  and  a  scheme  for 
sewering  properties  at  Orsett  Heath  is  under  way  and  the  docu¬ 
ments  are  being  prepared  for  submission  to  the  Ministry. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  principal  river  in  the  area  is  the  Thames,  on  the  north 
bank  of  which  the  Thurrock  Urban  District  stands.  In  addition, 
the  Mardyke  rises  above  Bulphan  and  Orsett  Fens  and  discharges 
into  the  Thames  at  Aveley.  There  are  in  addition,  various  small 
tidal  streams  which  also  discharge  into  the  Thames. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

There  were  750  cesspools  and  345  pail  closets  in  the  area  at 
the  close  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  cesspools  has  decreased  owing  to  extensions 
of  the  Council’s  sewerage  system. 
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Public  Cleansing. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Cleansing  Department  and 
no  important  change  in  general  arrangements  for  the  disposal  and 
collection  of  refuse  has  taken  place. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Council  to  empty  household  dustbins 
and  pail  closets  weekly  and  cesspools  fortnightly. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  controlled  tipping  on  a  site 
at  Linford  Road,  Chadwell  St.  Mary. 

The  Municipal  Dustbin  Scheme  is  proceeding  satisfactorily, 
although  'the  possibility  of  supplying  larger  dustbins  is  being 
considered. 

Refuse  Tips. 

The  Urban  District  of  Thurrock  is  blessed  (or  otherwise)  with 
innumerable  excavations  arising  out  of  the  winning  of  sand,  gravel. 
Chalk  and  clay  and  this  has  proved  attractive  to  outside  authorities 
or  firms  wishing  to  dispose  of  refuse  by  controlled  tipping 

In  addition  to  the  Council’s  refuse  tip,  eight  other  refuse  tips 
exist,  five  of  which  are  used  for  house  refuse  and  the  remaining 
three  for  industrial  refuse. 

Control  over  these  tips  is  by  means  of  planning  conditions, 
together  with  the  conditions  laid  down  in  the  Third  Schedule  of 
the  Essex  County  Council  Act,  1933. 

One  frequently  hears  that  provided  these  contitioms  are  strictly 
adhered  to,  nuisance  will  not  arise  and  the  land  can  be  restored  to 
serve  a  useful  purpose.  This  is  doubtless  true  but  unfortunately 
these  conditions  are  not  always  realised  in  practice — equipment 
breaks  down,  covering  material  is  in  short  supply,  continuous  rain 
converts  the  site  into  a  quagmire,  severe  gales  blow  paper  around. 
An  additional  and  more  important  hazard  is  present  with  some  of 
the  pits  vVhich  are  filled  with  water.  This  water  must,  of  course, 
be  removed  before  tipping  but  it  is  not  always  possible  save  by 
pumping  it  over  the  surface  of  the  site  from  whence  some  if  it 
flows  back.  In  the  case  of  the  Little  Belhus  tip,  the  Council  have 
agreed,  in  the  public  interest,  to  receive  some  of  the  wafer  into  the 
public  sewer  since  there  is  no  other  means  of  disposing  of  it.  It 
is  most  essential  that  tipping  into  water  does  not  take  place  since 
this  leads  to  deoxygenation  of  the  water  thus  permitting  the 
groWth  of  anaerobic  organisms  with  the  evolution  of  foul  gases 
capable  of  polluting  the  area  over  a  range  of  2 — 3  miles.  This 
occurred  on  three  occasions  during  the  year  and  every  possible  step 
must  be  taken  to  ensure  that  this  does  not  recur. 

Whilst  I  appreciate  the  economic  aspect  of  controlled  tipping 
I  am  old  fashioned  enough  to  believe  that  the  most  sanitary  means 
of  disposal  of  refuse  is  still  by  incineration. 
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Swimming  Baths. 

1  here  are  within  the  area,  ten  swimming  baths  as  follows :  — 

Public  .  ....  1 

Private  . .  . .  2 

Schools  .  ....  7 

The  new  public  bath  at  Blackshots  Playing  Field,  Which  was 
opened  in  1964,  continues  to  prove  a  popular  addition  to  the 
facilities  in  the  area. 

The  bath  is  110  ft.  x  42  ft.  and  slopes  from  3  ft.  to  12  ft.  6  ins. 

Its  capacity  is  220,000  gallons,  with  a  four-hourly  turnover. 
The  cycle  of  operations  is  prechlorination,  treatment  with  soda 
ash  and  alumina,  pressure  filtration,  final  chlorination  followed  by 
heating  to  78 °F  and  aeration. 

The  two  private  baths  are  situated  upon  premises  of  large  in¬ 
dustrial  undertakings.  They  are  of  the  open-air  type  and  are 
provided  with  continuous  circulatory  filtration  and  chlorination 
units. 

Of  the  seven  school  baths,  three  are  of  the  “indoor”  type  with 
continuous  circulatory  filtration  and  chlorination  units.  The  re¬ 
maining  four  are  “outdoor”  baths  open  only  during  the  summer 
and  are  mainly  for  tuition  purposes — the  cost  of  which  was  met 
largely  by  voluntary  subscription.  Although  these  are  fitted  with 
circulatory  and  chlorination  units,  they  are  of  more  elementary  de¬ 
sign  and  close  supervision  is  necessary  if  a  satisfactory  water 
is  to  be  maintained. 

The  total  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  was  65, 
64  of  which  were  satisfactory.  The  single  unsatisfactory  sample 
related  to  the  bath  at  one  of  the  industrial  undertakings  whereat 
the  supply  of  chlorine  was  interrupted  owing  to  breakdown. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  is  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  area — situated  at 
the  junction  of  High  Street  and  West  Street,  Grays — and  this  pro¬ 
vides  accommodation  for  21  persons. 

The  premises  are  old,  poorly  constructed  and  with  minimum 
facilities.  They  come  within  the  area  of  Grays  Central  Redevelop¬ 
ment  Scheme  and  will  doubtless  disappear  when  the  scheme  comes 
into  operation. 

Regular  visits  are  necessary  to  ensure  compliance  with  the 
regulations  and  during  the  year  6  such  visits  were  made. 

Atmospheric  Pollution  and  Smoke  Abatement. 

The  area  contains  many  large  industrial  plants  situated  along 
the  river  front  and  the  department  pays  regular  attention  to  factory 
chimneys  with  a  view  to  ensuring  that  smoke  is  not  emitted  in  such 
quantities  as  to  infringe  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods) 
Regulations,  1958. 
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There  is  an  increasing  tendency  for  coal-fired  units  to  be  con¬ 
verted  to  oil  and  of  the  79  new  furnaces  notified  over  the  past  five 
years  75  have  been  oil  fired,  one  gas  fired,  one  coal  fired  and  two 
special  types  of  furnaces  for  burning  sawdust  and  wood  shavings. 

The  tendency  to  prefer  oil  firing  to  coal  is  to  be  encouraged 
in  the  sense  that  grit  emission  is  abolished  and  smoke  much 
reduced — although,  in  the  absence  of  proper  control,  smoke 
emission  can  be  voluminous.  However,  oil  firing  can  bring  with 
it  another  problem — smut  emission — and  unless  chimneys  are  pro¬ 
perly  lagged  this  can  and  does  give  rise  to  occasional  complaint. 

Unfortunately  the  emission  of  sulphur  dioxide  is  not  reduced 
and  until  a  more  economic  process  for  the  removal  of  sulphur 
from  oil  fuel  is  developed,  the  present  policy  of  discharge  by 
means  of  high  chimneys  must  still  be  carried  out. 

Complaints  regarding  smoke  emission  from  industrial  chim¬ 
neys  are  very  few  and  concern  mainly  a  wood  and  sawdust -burning 
installation  which  has  given  rise  to  nuisance  from  time  to  time. 
During  the  year  a  new  plant  came  into  operation  but  the  results 
are  disappointing  and  the  expected  improvement  has  not  taken 
place.  Further  investigation  is  proceeding. 

Isolated  complaints  have  also  been  received  regarding  fires 
lit  in  breakers  yards  or  refuse  tips  which  have  begun  to  smoulder. 
Fires  on  refuse  tips  can  be  dealt  with  easily  enough  if  on  the  sur¬ 
face  but  in  some  cases  the  origin  is  deeply  embedded  in  the  refuse 
and  this  problem  is  one  which  is  much  more  difficult  to  deal  with. 

Alkali,  etc.  Works. 

The  following  works  are  now  under  the  control  of  the  Alkali 
Works  Inspector  and  complete  co-operation  exists  between  him  and 


this  department:  — 

Cement  Production  .  ....  4 

Synthetic  Detergent  Plant  (bisulphite  section)  1 

Oil  Refining,  etc .  .....  . .  4 

Electricity  Production  .  3 

Nitric  Acid  Production  ....  .  2 

Recovery  of  non-ferrous  Metals  .  1 

Ammonia  .  2 

Chemical  Manure  .  1 

Acid  Sludge  .  1 


The  two  nitric  acid  plants  utilise  ammonia  which  is  synthesised 
at  one  of  the  plants  for  conversion  into  nitric  acid  and  from  thence 
into  ammonium  nitrate  and  nitro-chalk  for  use  as  fertilisers.  Both 
these  plants  are  fitted  with  modern  equipment  for  the  catalytic 
reduction  of  tail  gases  and  when  a  pale  yellow  discharge  is  seen. 
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the  gases  are  within  the  limits  laid  down  by  the  Alkali  Inspectorate. 
Usually,  however,  no  discharge  is  visible  and  this  speaks  well  for 
the  efficiency  of  the  equipment.  It  should,  however,  be  borne  in 
mind  that,  when  starting  up  the  plant  a  brown  discharge  will  be 
seen  and  is  accompanied  by  an  acrid  smell.  This  is  unavoidable 
since  about  an  hour  will  elapse  before  the  catalytic  agent  reaches 
operational  temperature. 

The  West  Thurrock  Generating  Station  is  now  in  operation 
and  work  on  the  Tilbury  “B”  Station  is  proceeding.  Both  these 
stations  are  coal-fired  and  during  the  year  a  complaint  was 
received  from  residents  in  West  Thurrock  regarding  a  discharge 
of  grit,  although  no  proof  could  be  obtained  that  this  was  from 
the  West  Thurrock  Generating  Station. 

Complaints  regarding  malodourous  emissions  from  the  Oil 
Refineries  are  very  few  but  they  are  noticeable  during  weather 
conditions  involving  “temperature  inversion”  and  when  the  wind 
is  from  the  east  or  south-east.  The  oil  companies  view  such  com¬ 
plaints  very  seriously  and  arrangements  exist  whereby  contact  can 
be  made  at  any  time  of  the  day  or  night  with  the  refineries  should 
a  nuisance  arise.  It  seems  to  me,  however,  that  with  such  a  large 
number  of  chimney  stacks  discharging  their  waste  products  to 
atmosphere,  together  with  the  “flare”  stacks,  a  background  smell 
is  inevitable  and  I  think  that  the  public  are  beginning  to  appreciate 
this.  It  is,  of  course,  the  task  of  the  refinery  managements  to  ensure 
by  meticulous  attention  to  the  supervision  of  operations  and  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  plant,  that  justified  complaint  is  prevented. 

The  problem  of  cement  dust— still  the  principal  source  of  air 
pollution  in  Thurrock— remains. 

There  is  little  more  one  can  say  on  this  subject  except  to  repeat 
that  all  kilns  on  Thameside  are  now  fitted  with  electro-static 
precipitators.  If  all  these  precipitators  were  of  modern  design,  ] 
think  that  some  reduction  in  dust  emission  would  be  certain  and 
I  understand  that  a  programme  exists  for  the  gradual  replacement 
of  the  older  precipitators.  During  the  year  two  additional  kilns 
came  into  operation  in  Thurrock.  These  are  of  small  capacity  and 
make  no  significant  contribution  to  the  total  amount  of  dust  dis¬ 
charged.  Both  are  fitted  with  modern  precipitators. 

A  further  cause  for  complaint  from  the  cement  works  lies  in 
the  emission  of  hydrogen  sulphide — an  evil  smelling  gas  resembling 
sewage.  Periodic  tests  are  carried  out  by  the  Alkali,  etc.  Works 
Inspector  but  the  fact  remains  that  these  emissions,  which  are 
largely  preventable,  Still  take  place.  They  imply  a  failure  to  control 
conditions  to  the  degree  necessary  to  achieve  proper  combustion. 

The  Council  have  rejoined  the  Thameside  Joint  Committee 
for  the  Abatement  of  Atmospheric  Pollution.  This  meets  four 
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times  yearly  at  Hartford  and  is  attended,  not  only  by  represent¬ 
atives  of  local  authorities  on  Thames ide,  but  by  the  Alkali 
Inspectorate  and  representatives  of  the  Cement  Manufacturers, 

Installation  of  Furnaces  and  Chimneys. 

(1)  No.  of  notifications  of  construction  of  new  furnaces  ....  8 

(a)  Coal  fired  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Oil  fired  .  7 

(c)  Gas  fired  . Nil 

(d)  Special  type  (sawdust  and  wood  shavings)  ....  1 

(2)  No.  of  applications  for  Prior  Approval  .  4 

No.  Granted  .  4 

In  all  cases  agreement  was  subsequently  reached  on  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  chimney  heights. 

By-laws. 

By-laws  exist  under  Section  24  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956, 
which  require  new  buildings  to  be  provided  with  only  such  appli¬ 
ances  for  heating  and  cooking  as  are  suitably  designed  for  burning 
authorised  smokeless  fuels.  Their  enforcement  is  carried  out  by  the 
Building  Inspectors. 

Smoke  Control. 

Three  Smoke  Control  areas  are  now  in  existence,  the  No.  3 
Order  having  come  into  operation  on  1st  September,  1965. 

The  Council  thereupon  embarked  on  a  fourth  area — situated 
betweeen  Long  Lane  and  Lodge  Lane,  Grays,  and  it  was  hoped 
that  the  Order  would  come  into  operation  during  1966.  However, 
owing  to  a  legal  technicality  it  is  now  certain  that  it  cannot  come 
into  operation  until  1967. 

The  estimated  cost  of  conversions  in  the  proposed  area  is  con¬ 
siderably  higher  than  for  the  previous  areas  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  vast  majority  of  the  houses  therein  are  privately  owned.  This 
cost — amounting  to  £96,000 — was  based  on  the  assumption  that 
conversion  in  each  house  would  be  achieved  by  the  provision  of 
a  solid  fuel  room  heater  (with  boiler)  in  one  room  and  a  gas  fire 
in  a  second  room. 

A  wide  choice  of  appliances — solid  fuel,  gas  or  electrical — 
are  eligible  for  grant,  although  electrical  radiant  heaters  are  still 
excluded.  The  increased  production  of  premium  smokeless  fuels 
has  removed  the  necessity  for  relying  on  “Gloco”  and  no  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  one  or  Other  of  the  more  reactive 
fuels. 
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Particulars  of  the  area  now  under 
follows :  — 

smoke  control 

Area  . 

..  3,266  acres 

No.  of  dwellinghouses 

..  8,516 

„  „  shops  . 

97 

„  „  schools  . 

15 

,,  „  Industrial  premises 

16 

,,  „  Miscellaneous  premises  . 

29 

In  the  case  of  the  proposed  No. 
follows :  — 

Area  . 

No.  of  dwellinghouses 

„  „  schools  . 

„  „  shops  . 

„  „  Miscellaneous  premises 


4  Area,  the  data  is  as 

370  acres 
...  1,426 

1 
2 
4 


Measuring  Instruments. 

Three  deposit  gauges  are  maintained  by  the  Council  and  the 
monthly  results  are  forwarded  to  the  Thameside  Joint  Committee 
for  the  Abatement  of  Atmospheric  Pollution. 

The  readings  from  these  gauges  for  the  year  are  as  follows:  — 

Tons  per  square 

mile 

Month 

Drums  Site  Kennington’s 

Ward  Avenue 

1965 

School  Site 

Site 

January 

34.07 

14.65 

25.08 

February 

11.86 

7.70 

14.08 

March 

27.02 

14.87 

19.07 

April 

58.05 

19.06 

— 

May 

28.40 

17.49 

22.50 

June 

37.27 

11.95 

24.79 

July 

31.77 

11.48 

31.64 

August 

30.36 

13.06 

39.71 

September 

45.55 

33.65 

50.89 

October 

November 

}  52.41 

31.28 

40.28 

December 

46.27 

34.32 

40.74 

Average 

Average  1964 
1963 
1962 

36.64 

19.04 

30.87 

31.93 

27.45 

28.40 

18.74 

14.08 

14.73 

29.15 

21.57 

26.42 

These  results  include  not  only  cement  dust,  but  dust,  grit  and 
gritty  particles  from  all  sources. 

Four  combined  Smoke/ Volumetric  instruments  for  the  daily 
reading  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  are  in  operation.  These  are 
situated  in  Grays,  West  Thurrock,  Stanford-le-Hope  and  South 
Ockendon. 


The  readings  from  these  instruments  were  as  follows: 
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Disinfestation  and  Disinfection. 

In  addition  to  the  treatment  of  verminous  premises  (detailed 
elsewhere  in  this  report)  the  Council  assists  occupiers  of  premises 
in  the  eradication  of  other  pests,  e.g.  earwigs,  ants  and  wasps,  either 
by  the  sale  of  suitable  insecticides  or  by  disinfestation,  for  which 
a  charge  is  made,  the  latter  procedure  being  used  in  the  case  of 
wasps  nests.  The  department  would  prefer  not  to  carry  out  work 
of  this  nature  as  no  public  health  problem  is  involved,  but  it  is 
appreciated  that  wasps  nests  are  sometimes  difficult  to  destroy  and 
the  use  of  special  apparatus  is  often  necessary.  During  the  year 
under  review,  thirty-seven  nests  were  dealt  with  either  by  the  use  of 
cyanide  or  liquid  insecticide. 

When  certain  infectious  diseases  occur  (e.g.  Smallpox,  Tuber¬ 
culosis)  rooms  are  fumigated  with  formaldehyde  and  the  bedding 
removed  for  steam  sterilisation  to  the  Orsett  Hospital. 

The  number  of  rooms  so  fumigated  was  5  and  in  3  cases  bed¬ 
ding  was  removed. 

The  department  also  assists  members  of  the  public  in  the 
clearing  of  blocked  drains  to  private  houses  in  cases  where  this  can 
be  done  without  detriment  to  normal  duties.  A  charge  of  ten  shil¬ 
lings  is  made  for  this  purpose.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  the 
Rodent  Staff  and  it  is  very  necessary  that  the  important  work  of 
rodent  destruction  is  not  hindered  by  too  many  extraneous  duties. 

During  weekends  and  public  holidays  an  arrangement  exists 
with  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  whereby  the  sewer  staff  deal  with 
blocked  drains. 

In  the  year  1965.  drains  were  cleared  by  the  Public  Health 
staff  in  72  instances. 


Rodent  Control. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act ,  1949. 

The  Rodent  Officer  deals  with  all  complaints  regarding  rodent 
infestations.  Private  dwellinghouses  are  treated  without  cost  but 
trade  premises  are  charged  on  a  basis  of  total  cost  plus  Establish¬ 
ment  Charges.  Estimates  are  not  given  unless  requested,  owing  to 
the  difficulty  of  determining  how  many  visits  are  likely  to  be  made 
before  the  premises  are  cleared. 

Treatments  are  carried  out  at  sewage  works,  refuse  tips  and 
to  the  Council’s  sewers. 

Warfarin  is  used  in  connection  with  all  premises  and  sodium 
fluoroacetate  for  the  treatment  of  sewers. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  work  of  the  Rodent  Staff  during 
the  year:  — 


Local 

Authority 

Premises 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(including 

Council 

Houses) 

All 

Other 

Premises 

TOTAL 

i.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  as  a  result  of : 

(a)  Notification 

40 

5 11 

117 

668 

(b)  Survey  under  the 
Act 

_ 

_ 

_ 

(c)  Otherwise 

39 

1686 

1172 

2897 

2.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  (in  Sec.  i)  which 
were  found  to  be  infested 
by: 

)  Major 
(a)  Rats  1 

1  Minor 

2 

1 

3 

32 

440 

5i 

523 

\  Major 

(b)  Mice  J 

j  Minor 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

7i 

65 

142 

3.  Number  of  infested  prop¬ 
erties  (in  Sec.  2)  treated  by 
the  Local  Authority 

40 

511 

117 

668 

4.  Total  treatments  carried 
out  incl.  retreatments  ... 

47 

520 

123 

690 

During  the  year,  the  department  suffered  a  severe  setback 
regarding  staff— the  Rodent  Officer  died  and  the  Rodent  Operator 
retired.  This  event  coincided  with  a  serious  rat  infestation  in 
Tilbury  on  prefab,  sites  the  drains  on  which  had  not  been  properly 
sealed  after  demolition  of  the  properties.  The  most  vigorous  action 
was  taken — the  depleted  rodent  staff  being  assisted  by  public  health 
inspectors — and  the  site  was  cleared.  Finally  all  drains  were  sealed 
and  sewers  in  the  vicinity  treated. 

The  Council  fully  realise  the  importance  of  rodent  control  and 
have  increased  the  staff  from  two  to  three  and  the  number  of 
vehicles  from  one  to  two. 


Scrap  Metal  Dealers. 

The  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964,  came  into  operation  on 
1st  April,  1965,  and  requires  all  scrap  metal  dealers  to  be  registered 
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with  the  local  authority.  Section  85  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
(Amendment)  Act,  1907  is  thereby  repealed. 

The  previous  register  has  now  been  revised  and  the  number 
of  dealers  now  registered  is  47. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

The  number  of  licences  to  keep  Pet  Shops  issued  during  the 
year  was  7. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951. 

No  premises  in  the  area  are  registered  under  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  Act. 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957. 

The  authority  for  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1950 — the 
Essex  County  Council — have  delegated  to  the  Council  their  func¬ 
tions  regarding  the  licensing  of  boiling  plants  for  animal  feeding 
stuffs. 

The  importance  of  adequate  boiling  of  waste  food  before 
feeding  to  animals  or  fowls  cannot  be  over-emphasised  for  it  is 
considered  that  failure  to  do  this  is  responsible  for  some  of  the 
outbreaks  of  foot  and  mouth  disease,  swine  fever  and  fowl  pest. 

The  number  of  plants  licensed  during  tlhe  year  was  19. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963. 

This  Act  requires  establishments  used  for  the  boarding  of  cats 
or  dogs  to  be  licensed  annually  by  the  local  authority. 

The  Council  have  appointed  two  qualified  Veterinary  Officers 
on  a  part-time  basis  to  make  periodic  inspections  of  all  establish¬ 
ments  and  to  submit  a  report  prior  to  applications  for  licences 
being  considered.  In  addition  routine  inspections  are  made  during 
the  year. 

During  1965  five  boarding  establishments  were  licensed  by 
the  Council. 

Riding  Establishments  Act,  1964. 

This  Adt  came  into  operation  on  1st  April,  1965,  and  requires 
Riding  Establishments  to  be  licensed  annually  by  the  local 
authority. 

The  Veterinary  Officers  dealing  with  Animal  Boarding  Est¬ 
ablishments  have  been  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  the  inspection 
and  licensing  of  these  establishments. 

During  1965  five  establishments  were  licensed  by  the  Council. 
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Children’s  Nightdresses  Regulations,  1964. 

These  Regulations  were  made  under  the  Consumer  Protection 
Act,  1961,  and  requires  that  children’s  nightdresses  shall  be  made 
of  material  which  complies  with  the  low  flammability  requirements 
specified  in  the  Regulations. 

A  list  of  authorised  laboratories  has  been  published  to  whom 
samples  may  be  sent  by  the  local  authority. 

During  the  year  19  samples  were  taken,  18  of  which  were 
satisfactory.  In  the  remaining  instance  the  stitching  material  did 
not  comply  with  the  regulations.  The  manufacturers  were  requested 
to  withdraw  remaining  stocks  although  none  existed  in  Thurrock. 

The  operation  of  these  regulations  is  gradually  coming  to  a 
standstill  since  it  is  becoming  impossible  to  purchase  children’s 
nightdresses  made  of  any  material  other  than  nylon  and  this  com¬ 
plies  with  the  regulations. 

Noise  Abatement. 

As  experience  is  gained  in  this  aspect  of  public  health  work 
one  realises  that  the  sound  level  or  loudness  of  noise  is  not  the 
only  factor  to  be  considered.  The  pitch,  i.e.,  whether  the  noise  is 
high  or  low,  may  influence  its  nuisance  value  and  individual  re¬ 
action  can  vary  greatly.  It  is  equally  true  in  the  field  of  noise 
that  “one  man’s  meat  is  another  man’s  poison.” 

With  this  in  mind  the  Council  have  decided  that  in  cases 
where  there  is  no  nuisance  to  the  public  at  large,  individual  com¬ 
plainants  should  be  left  to  deal  with  an  alleged  noise  nuisance  by 
private  action.  The  department  is  always  ready  to  advise  and  to 
try  to  deal  with  individual  complaints  on  am  informal  basis. 

It  is  becoming  increasingly  common  for  the  Planning  Com¬ 
mittee  to  impose  conditions  restricting  hours  of  work  from  7  a.m. 
lo  7  p.m.,  on  applications  for  planning  consent  involving  noisy 
industries. 

The  year  under  review  brought  a  recurrence  of  complaints 
regarding  previous  offenders  in  the  area. 

An  extractor  fan  at  a  works  broke  down  and  led  to  the  recur¬ 
rence  of  a  nuisance  Which  for  a  long  time  had  proved  difficult  to 
remedy.  However  this  was  speedily  put  right. 

A  power  station  in  the  area  occasionally  produces  a  roar  which 
can  be  heard  over  a  range  of  two  to  three  mile's.  This  is  due  to 
disdharge  of  the  boiler  safety  valves  either  because  of  turbine 
breakdown  or  boiler  testing.  It  has  been  arranged  that  prior  notice 
will  be  given  of  boiler  testing. 

From  time  to  time  the  problem  of  barking  guard  dogs  is 
encountered.  These  dogs  are  used  on  industrial  premises  as  a 
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protection  against  unauthorised  entry  at 

night-time. 

This  is  a 

difficult  matter  to  assess  and  one  which  I  feel  is  best  left  to  private 
action. 

Public  Health  Inspection  of  the  Area 

Visits 

Agricultural  (Safety,  etc.)  Act 

*  •  »  .  .  • 

8 

Atmospheric  Pollution  . 

944 

Bakehouses . 

80 

Caravans  . 

996 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

6 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  ... 

78 

Drainage  . 

1,705 

Dwellinghouses  . 

3,007 

Factories  (Mechanical)  . 

441 

Factories  (Non-Mechanical) 

32 

Fairs  ...  . 

1 

Food  Inspection  . 

267 

Food  Preparation  Premises  (Hygiene) 

490 

Food  Shops  Inspection  (Hygiene) 

1,631 

Food  Vehicles  . 

104 

Heating  (Fireguards)  . 

8 

Hackney  Carriages . 

28 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

38 

Improvement  Grants  (Standard)  ... 

226 

Infectious  Disease . 

868 

Licensed  Premises  (Hygiene) 

211 

Miscellaneous  . 

2,042 

Meat  Inspection  . 

691 

Noise  Abatement  . 

29 

Outworkers . 

78 

Overcrowding  ...  . 

29 

Pet  Animals,  Boarding  &  Riding  Establishments 

58 

Rat  Suppression  . 

... 

447 

Refuse  Tips  and  Accumulations  ... 

...  ... 

1,073 

Rent  Act  . 

1 
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Public  Health  Inspection  of  the  Area  Visits 

Sampling — Food  and  Drugs  ...  ...  ...  319 

Ice  Cream  ...  . .  392 

Milk  .  580 

Nightdresses  (Children’s)  ...  ...  18 

Swimming  Bath  Water  .  64 

Mains  Water  ...  .  ...  19 

Well  Water  .  4 

School  Canteens  .  ...  •••  •••  158 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

Shops  Act,  1950  (Records  and  Hours)  .  304 

Slaughterhouses  (other  than  Meat  Inspection)  ...  14 

Smoke  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,243 

Stables  and  Pigsties  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Waste  Foods  Order  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Water  Supplies  .  81 

Works  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Work  Places  .  ...  ...  ...  7 


Health  Education. 

Two  courses  on  food  hygiene  were  organised  by  the  Thurrock 
Technical  College  during  1965,  the  lecturers  being  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
Many  of  the  students  attending  these  courses  sat  the  examination 
for  the  Certificate  in  Food  Hygiene  and  Handling  of  Food  of  the 
Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene.  Almost  100% 
passes  were  obtained. 

Lectures  have  been  given  to  schools  in  the  area  on  the  work 
of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and  these  have  been  followed  with 
visits  by  pupils  to  the  office  and  to  various  premises  in  order  to 
provide  practical  examples  of  the  day  to  day  work  of  the 
Inspectorate. 
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SECTION  “E” 


HOUSING 

New  Houses. 

No.  of  new  dwellings  erected  during  the  year:  — 

By  local  authority  .  302 

By  other  local  authorities  .  6 

By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  ...  516 

Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  958 

(b)  Number  of  inspections /re-inspections  made  for 

that  purpose  .  3,007 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 

sub-head  1)  inspected  under  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations  .  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections /re-inspections  made  for 

that  purpose  .  Nil 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation,  and  not  capable  at  a  reason¬ 
able  expense  of  being  rendered  fit  (excluding 
Clearance  Areas) .  8 

4.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 

above)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for 
human  habitation .  248 

Remedy  of  Defects  Without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  their  officers  .  154 
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Action  Under  Statutory  Powers. 

(A)  Housing  Act ,  1957 — Section  9  .  Nil 

(B)  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

(i)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  matters  to  be  re¬ 
medied  .  ...  63 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  matters 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  .  51 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ,...  Nil 

(C)  Sections  16  and  23,  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  .  ...  ...  3 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  .  ...  ...  4 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  under¬ 

takings  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  were 
accepted  1 

(iv)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  under¬ 
takings  to  render  fit  were  accepted  .  Nil 

(D)  Sections  17  and  18,  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(i)  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  2 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  closed  .  ...  1 

(iii)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Clearance  Areas. 

Housing  Act,  1957 — Section  42. 

During  the  year  three  areas  involving  26  houses  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  confirmation  but  the  Orders  were  subsequently 
withdrawn  in  favour  of  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  since  the  land 
was  required  by  the  Council. 

The  properties  in  two  clearance  areas  in  Grays  involving  22 
houses,  were  demolished  and  the  sites  cleared,  the  occupants  hav¬ 
ing  been  rehoused. 
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The  year  saw  the  commencement  of  a  further  five  year  pro¬ 
gramme  of  Slum  Clearance  during  which  the  Council  hope  to  deal 
with  at  least  150  houses. 

The  properties  in  the  Broadway  Redevelopment  Scheme  in 
Tilbury  have  been  demolished  and  rebuilding  on  this  site  is  making 
good  progress. 

Properties  in  Grays  South  are  gradually  being  purchased  by 
the  Council  as  a  preliminary  step  towards  the  redevelopment  of 
that  area. 

Improvement  Grants  and  Compulsory  Improvement  oe 
Dwellinghouses. 

The  work  during  the  year  under  this  heading  is  summarised 
as  follows:  — 

No.  of  applications  received:  — 

(a)  For  Discretionary  Grants .  9 

(b)  For  Standard  Grants  ...  .  64 

No.  of  applications  granted :  — 

(a)  For  Discretionary  Grants .  12 

(b)  For  Standard  Grants  .  66 

Despite  the  cumbersome  nature  of  the  procedure  to  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  local  authorities  in  securing  compulsory  improvement, 
the  Council  are  firmly  resolved  to  make  use  of  these  powers  and 
have  set  up  a  special  Committee  to  deal  with  the  problem.  It  js 
estimated  that  the  number  of  dwellings  which  could  be  improved 
is  approximately  2,200,  for  Thurrock  is  remarkably  fortunate 
inasmuch  that  almost  90%  of  the  houses  in  the  area  are  provided 
with  baths,  etc. 

A  pilot  scheme  involving  a  complete  street  in  Grays  has  been 
considered,  together  with  individual  applications  from  several 
householders.  The  matter  has,  however,  been  deferred  for  the  time 
being  in  order  to  resolve  certain  staffing  difficulties  and  to  con¬ 
sider  the  setting  up  of  an  organisation  capable  of  carrying  out 
work  in  default  should  this  prove  to  be  necessary. 

Rent  Act,  1957. 

This  Act  has  been  in  operation  some  8J  years  and  permits, 
with  few  exceptions,  rents  to  be  increased  automatically,  subject  to 
the  tenant’s  right  to  object  by  the  service  of  a  notice  on  the  land¬ 
lord  listing  those  defects  of  repair  which  he  considers  should  be 
remedied.  It  will  be  seen  that  no  use  has  been  made  of  this  Act 
during  the  past  two  years. 
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Details  of  its  administration  are  as  follows:  — 

1957  1958  1959  1960  1961  1962  1963  1964  1965 


Applications  received  ... 

68 

56 

15  —  —  — 

2  —  — 

Applications  rejected  . . . 

— 

— 

1  —  —  — 

1  —  — 

Undertakings  accepted . . . 

40 

48 

5  2  —  — 

1  —  — 

Certificates  of  Disrepair 
issued 

10 

26 

7  —  —  — 

-  -  - 

Applications  for  Cancel¬ 
lations  issued 

8 

3 

1  —  2  2 

1  —  1 

Refusals  to  Cancel  Cer¬ 
tificates  ...  ...  2  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Verminous  Premises. 

5  premises  were  found  to  be  infested  with  vermin  as  follows :  — 
Bugs  ...  4  premises  (involving  6  rooms) 

Fleas  ...  1  premises  (involving  1  room) 

Overcrowding. 

During  the  year  29  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  com¬ 
plaints  of  overcrowding.  Where  overcrowding  was  established,  the 
matter  was  referred  to  the  Housing  Department  and  if  the  family 
concerned  were  applicants  for  a  Council  house  an  allowance  can 
be  made  in  tlhe  “Points”  Scheme. 

The  Council  have  decided  to  give  a  greater  degree  of  priority 
to  those  cases  in  which  overcrowding  arises  from  natural  increase 
in  the  family  and  this  should  be  of  assistance  in  dealing  with  the 
problem. 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation. 

The  number  of  houses  in  multiple  occupation  in  Thurrock  is 
difficult  to  determine  but  the  extent  to  which  it  exists  is  a  measure 
of  the  housing  shortage  in  the  area. 

There  are  undoubtedly  a  number  of  houses  which  have  been 
let  off  into  flats  and  are  occupied  by  two  families.  In  general,  this 
is  not  objectionable  provided  overcrowding  does  not  exist,  since 
each  flat  is  usually  found  to  possess  its  own  amenities  with  the 
exception  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  which  is  usually  shared 
between  the  two  families.  The  position  becomes  more  serious 
however,  if  individual  rooms  are  let  since  this  invariably  leads  to 
overcrowding  and  lack  of  amenities. 

So  far  as  immigrants  are  concerned,  it  is  found  that  they  tend 
to  congregate  together  and  large  numbers  are  sometimes  found  in 
one  house  or,  at  any  rate,  large  numbers  are  suspected  but  this  is 
often  difficult  to  establish.  One  wonders  why  this  should  be  the 
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case  but  it  is  possibly  due  to  the  fact  that  many  people  would 
hesitate  to  accept  some  immigrants  as  lodgers  with  the  result  that 
they  are  compelled  to  find  accommodation  among  members  of  their 
own  nationality. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

Caravans  continue  to  find  Thurrock  an  attractive  place  in 
Whidh  to  “come  to  roost”  and  continual  vigilance  by  the  department 
is  required  to  keep  the  several  potential  sites  clear  of  gipsies.  The 
magnitude  of  the  task  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  during  1965  no  less 
than  996  visits  were  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate. 

Many  sites  have  now  been  rendered  inaccessible  to  gipsies 
through  the  co-operation  of  land  owners  but  a  few  remain  in 
addition  to  the  grass  verges  on  the  A.  13 

The  Council  have  authorised  direct  action  in  certain  cases  by 
means  of  towing  and  this  policy  was  carried  out  on  two  occasions 
during  the  year  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
(Who  provided  the  towing  vehicles)  and  the  police  (who  provided 
officers  to  deal  with  any  disturbances  which  might  have  arisen). 

As  matters  stand,  there  is  no  answer  to  the  gipsy  problem  and 
at  the  Ministry’s  request,  a  census  of  all  gipsies  in  the  district  on 
a  predetermined  day  was  taken  over  the  entire  country.  This  will 
be  used  as  a  basis  for  requiring  County  Councils  (in  consultation 
with  local  authorities)  to  make  provision  for  suitably  equipped 
sites  for  the  reception  of  gipsy  caravans. 

The  uncontrolled  site  adjoining  West  Thurrock  Power  Station 
is  still  in  existence  but  its  original  purpose  has  long  since  dis¬ 
appeared  since  the  majority  of  caravan  occupiers  do  not  work  at 
the  Power  Station. 

The  Council  are  endeavouring  to  provide  an  alternative  site 
at  Tilbury  but  planning  permission  is  proving  difficult  and.  in  the 
meanwhile,  a  further  unauthorised  site  is  beginning  in  East  Tilbury. 

It  is  essential  that  the  question  of  a  suitable  caravan  site  for 
industrial  workers  (and  others)  be  solved  without  delay  or  else  the 
number  of  unauthorised  sites  will  increase  and  the  saying  “preven¬ 
tion  is  better  than  cure”  was  never  more  applicable  than  in  the  case 
of  caravan  sites. 

The  position  in  Thurrock  regarding  properly  licensed  sites  is 
as  follows:  — 

(1)  No.  of  cases  during  the  year  in  Which  a  site  licence 

was  granted .  6 

(2)  Total  number  of  licensed  sites  ...  .  7 

Of  the  seven  licensed  sites,  six  are  in  respect  of  one  caravan 
only.  The  remaining  one  comprises  the  caravan  site  at  Corringham 
which  has  been  mentioned  in  previous  reports. 
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Complaints  Received. 

During  the  year  1,348  complaints  were  received  from  residents 
within  the  Urban  District.  Every  effort  is  made  to  deal  with  such 
complaints  on  the  day  of  receipt. 


Details  of  Work  Executed. 

Damp  remedied  .  . 

Rooms  stripped,  cleansed,  redecorated 

Plaster  repaired  ...  . 

Floors  repaired  . 

Windows  repaired,  renewed,  or  extended  ... 
Stoves  repaired  (i.e.,  fireplaces) 

Repairs  to  locks  and  doors,  etc . 

Sashes  repaired  .  . 

Ventilated  Food  Store  Repairs 
Staircases  stripped  or  redecorated  ... 

Staircases,  handrails  fixed  ... 

Staircases  repaired 

Staircases,  lighting  provided  . 

Conversion  of  pail  closets  to  W.C’s . 

Baths  repaired  . 

W.C’s.  repaired  . 

New  sinks  provided . 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Soil  or  vent  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

Drains  unstopped  or  repaired  . 

New  drains  provided . 

Gullies  repaired  or  renewed 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  or  provided  ... 

Water  services  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed . 

Gutters  and  rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  . 

Walls  repaired  or  renewed . 

Yards  repaired  or  paved  . 

Dustbins  provided  . 

Miscellaneous  housing  defects 

Accumulations  removed  . 


73 

1 

31 

26 

28 

11 

12 

29 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

3 

1 

14 

2 

2 

3 
38 

4 
4 
9 

10 

55 

46 

16 

1 

1 

14 

4 
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SECTION  “F” 

PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION 

OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Part  I  of  the  Act 


1  —  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


PREMISES 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 
Inspec-  Written 
tions  Notices 

(3)  (4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities... 

16 

32 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

341 

441 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

Total  ... 

357 

473 

— 

— 

2  —  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found : 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  Number  of 
were  cases  in  which 

PARTICULARS  Referred  prosecutions 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 
Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 


(1) (2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 


Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

—  —  —  — 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

—  —  —  — . 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

—  —  —  — 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  .... 

— 

—  - —  - — -  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

—  —  —  — 

(S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7):  — 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

5 

—  —  —  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

79 

24  —  —  — 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relat- 

ing  to  Outwork)  . 

— 

—  —  _ — .  — 

Total  ... 

85 

24  —  —  — 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


Outworkers. 

There  are  two  employers  of  outworkers  as  defined  in  Sections 
110  and  111  of  the  Act,  in  this  area. 

A  register  of  outworkers  resident  in  the  district  is  kept,  the 
number  so  registered  being  129. 
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SECTION  “G” 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES 

Legislation  in  Force. 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

Shops  (Early  Closing)  Days  Act,  1965. 

Young  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1938-64. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. 

Weekly  Half  Holiday  Orders. 

(1)  Grays  Thurrock  —  Wednesday. 

Art  Needlework  Dealers,  Boot  Dealers,  Corn  Dealers,  Drapers 
Dealers  in  Fancy  Goods,  Furnishers,  Outfitters,  Grocers,  Iron¬ 
mongers,  Jewellers,  Nurserymen,  Oil  and  Colour  Merchants, 
Ships  Chandlers,  Sewing  Machine  Dealers,  Stationers,  Wardrobe 
Dealers,  Harness  Makers,  Butchers,  Chemists  and  Hairdressers 

Exemptions: —  Photographers,  Dealers  in  photographic  goods 

(2)  South  Ockendon  —  Wednesday. 

All  trades  not  exempted  by  Act,  Stationers,  Corn  and  Coal 
Dealers. 

(3)  South  Ockendon  —  Thursday. 

Stationers. 

Exemptions :  —  Corn  and  Coal  Merchants. 

(4)  Stanford-le-Hope  —  Wednesday. 

All  trades  except  those  exempted  by  the  Act,  together  with 
Furniture  Dealers,  Hairdressers,  Outfitters  and  Watchmakers 

(5)  Purfleet  and  Langdon  Hills. 

All  shops  exempt  from  closing. 

(6)  Tilbury  —  Wednesday. 

Hairdressers. 

(7)  Fobbing. 

Coal  and  Coke  Merchants  exempted. 
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Closing  Orders. 

(1)  Grays  Thurrock  —  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Thursday  7  p.m., 

Friday  8  p.m.,  Saturday  9  p.m. 

Art  Needlework  Dealers,  Bakers,  Boot  and  Shoe  Merchants, 
Butchers,  Chemists,  China  and  Glass  Merchants,  Corn 
Merchants,  Dairymen,  Drapers,  Furnishers,  Gents’  Outfitters, 
Ironmongers  and  Hardware  Merchants,  Jewellers,  Oil  and 
Colour  Merchants,  Photographers,  Sewing  Machine  Agents 
and  Stationers. 


(2)  North  and  South  Stifford,  West  and  Little  Thurrock, 
Tobacconists  —  Weekdays  9.30  p.m.,  Saturday  10  p.m. 


Sunday  Trading  Exemptions. 

Parts  of  Grays  (Old 
High  Street  from 
Market  Place  to 
Grays  Beach). 


Photographic  requisites. 
Sale  of  articles  for  bath¬ 
ing  or  fishing,  toys, 
souvenirs,  fancy  goods, 
books,  stationery,  photo¬ 
graphs,  reproductions  & 
postcards. 


Shops  Act,  1950. 

Some  304  visits  were  carried  out  resulting  in  the  service  of  27 
written  notices,  made  up  as  follows:  — 

REQUIREMENTS  No.  OF  INSTANCES 

Provision  and  exhibition  of  Forms  ...  ...  4 

Display  notice  regarding  Half  Holidays  ...  14 

Display  notice  “Record  of  Hours  Worked”  5 

Display  notice  “Abstract  of  the  Shops  Act”  4 

Two  notices  were  complied  with  during  the  year. 


Shops,  Etc.,  Inspection. 

On  August  5  th  the  Shops  (Early  Closing)  Days  Act,  1965, 
came  into  operation. 

This  abolished  the  power  of  local  authorities  to  make  Orders 
fixing  the  day  of  early  closing  and  from  5th  November  shopkeepers 
were  free  to  choose  their  own  early  closing  day,  provided  that  it 
is  not  varied  more  frequently  than  once  in  every  three  months.  A 
notice  is  required  to  be  conspicuously  displayed  indicating  the  day 
chosen  for  early  closing. 

The  advent  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act, 
1963,  means  that  the  welfare  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  are 
repealed  and  shops  authorities  are  now  principally  concerned  with 
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hours  of  closing,  weekly  half  holidays,  intervals  for  meals  and  rest, 
Sunday  trading  and  the  provision  of  forms  and  records. 

Complaints  and  enquiries  have  been  very  few  during  the  year 
but  a  pamphlet  is  available  to  any  shopkeeper  who  is  in  need  of 
advice  on  such  matters  as  closing  hours. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. 

This  Act  came  on  to  the  Statute  Book  on  31st  July,  1963.  Its 
object  is  to  ensure  that  the  working  conditions  in  shops  and  offices 
are  not  less  favourable  than  those  in  factories — in  other  words  it 
is  designed  to  cater  for  the  “white  collar”  worker.  The  Act  follows 
the  lines  of  the  Factories  Act  and  lays  down  requirements  regard¬ 
ing  registration  of  premises,  health,  welfare  and  safety  conditions. 

The  Minister  of  Labour  is  empowered  to  make  regulations 
regarding  registration  of  premises,  provision  of  first  aid  equipment, 
sanitary  accommodation,  washing  facilities,  lighting,  ventilation, 
cleanliness  and  facilities  for  the  drying  of  clothing. 

To  date  the  following  Orders  have  been  made  and  come  into 
operation  on  the  dates  mentioned:  — 

May  1st,  1964  and  August  1st,  1964 — Offices,  Shops  and  Rail¬ 
way  Premises  Forms  Order,  1964. 

May  1st,  1964 — Resistration  of  all  premises  before  31st  July, 
1964. 

August  1st,  1964— Prescribed  Dangerous  Machines  Order, 
1964. 

August  1st,  1964 — Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act, 
1963  (Exemption  No.  1)  Order,  1964. 

December  1st,  1964  and  September  1st,  1965 — Offices,  Shops 
and  Railway  Premises  First  Aid  Order,  1964. 

January  1st,  1966 — Sanitary  Conveniences  Regulations,  1964. 

January  1st,  1966 — Washing  Facilities  Regulations,  1964. 

January  1st,  1966 — Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act, 
1963  (Exemption  No.  3)  Order,  1965. 

The  provisions  regarding  overcrowding  come  into  operation 
on  August  1st,  1967. 

Registrations  and  General  Inspections: 


Registra¬ 

Total  No.  of 

First 

Premises 

tions  dur¬ 

Registered 

Inspect’ns 

ing  1965 

Premises 

in  1965 

Offices 

26 

138 

112 

Retail  Shops . 

96 

494 

472 

Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses  ... 

— 

10 

9 

Catering  Establishments  &  Canteens 

16 

81 

77 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  . 

1 

1 

1 

Tdtal  number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  during  the  year 
was  2,166. 
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Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises. 

Class  of  Premises  No.  of  Persons  Employed 


Offices  . 

*  *  . 

3,000 

Retail  Shops  . 

2,667 

Wholesale  Department,  Warehouses 

134 

Catering  Establishments 

.  .  . 

563 

Canteens 

.  .  . 

213 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

7 

Total 

6,584 

Males 

3,168 

Females 

3,416 

Exemptions. 

Three  applications  were  received  for  exemptions  from  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Act  during  the  year.  Details  are  as  follows:  — 

(1)  An  Oil  Refinery  applied  for  exemption  from  the  first  aid 
provisions  in  respect  of  a  catering  establishment  under  their 
control  upon  the  grounds  that  a  medical  centre  with  full 
time  doctor  and  ambulance  service  was  provided  in  con- 
nection  with  the  refinery  adjoining.  Exemption  was  granted. 

(2)  A  retail  shopkeeper  applied  for  exemption  from  a  require¬ 
ment  to  provide  sanitary  accommodation  upon  the  grounds 
that  the  business  carried  on  might  be  extinguished  within 
the  next  year  or  two.  This  application  was  refused. 

(3)  A  firm  with  an  office  within  the  precincts  of  a  railway  yard 
applied  for  exemption  from  requirements  to  provide  sani¬ 
tary  accommodation  and  washing  facilities  upon  the  grounds 
that  only  one  person  was  employed  and  use  could  be  made 
of  The  facilities  at  the  adjoining  railway  station.  This  appli¬ 
cation  was  granted. 

Lighting. 

In  Circular  L.A.  9  (Supplement  No.  1)  local  authorities  were 

asked  to  report  upon  the  enforcement  of  the  requirement  to  pro¬ 

vide  “suitable  and  sufficient”  lighting  and  during  the  month  of 
November  a  light  meter  was  used  to  determine  the  lighting  in 
shops  and  offices. 

The  results  of  this  sample  survey  are  reproduced  below  and 

it  will  be  seen  that  a  wide  variation  exists  in  both  offices  and 

shops— indeed  a  wide  variation  existed  in  different  parts  of  the 
same  office  or  shop. 
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In  general  the  more  modern  offices,  shops  and  supermarkets 
revealed  the  best  lighting  conditions.  The  instances  in  which  light¬ 
ing  was  poor  were  due  either  to  badly  positioned  lights  or  to  the 
use  of  bulbs  which  were  too  low  powered. 

In  the  absence  of  any  legal  standard,  no  specific  standard  has 
been  recommended  but  i!t  is  hoped  that  as  a  result  of  this  national 
survey,  the  Minister  will  make  regulations  defining  the  term 
“suitable  and  sufficient”  for  the  purposes  of  Section  8  of  the  Act. 


Light  Measurements  (in  lumens  per  square  foot). 
A. 


Offices 

No.  of  Premises 

(a)  Less  than  5 

0 

(b)  More  than  5  but  less  than  10 

8 

(c)  ,,  ,,  10  ,,  ,,  ,,  15 

12 

(d)  ,,  ,,15  ,,  ,,  ,,  25 

16 

(e)  More  than  25 

38 

B. 


Shops 

No.  of  Premises 

Shopping  Area 

Working  Area 

(a)  Less  than  5 

0 

3 

(b)  More  than  5  but  less  than  10 

4 

17 

(c)  ,,  ,,10  ,,  ,,  ,,  15 

8 

15 

(d)  ,,  ,,15  ,,  ,,  ,,  25 

34 

21 

(e)  More  than  25 

63 

18 

Heating. 

Generally  speaking,  the  temperature  in  offices  and  shops 
should,  after  the  first  hour,  be  not  less  than  60.8° F.  but  so  far  as 
shops  are  concerned,  this  need  not  be  the  case  if  the  maintenance 
of  such  a  temperature  is  not  “reasonably  practicable”  or  would 
cause  deterioration  of  goods. 
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These  vaguely  worded  exemptions  are  unfortunate  since  exper¬ 
ience  is  already  beginning  to  show  that  one  or  two  shopkeepers 
are  attempting  to  take  advantage  of  this  exemption  upon  the 
grounds  that  their  goods  would  suffer  deterioration.  One  can 
understand  this  claim  in  the  case  of,  say,  butchers  or  fishmongers 
bust  it  is  difficult  to  reconcile  this  with  the  trade  of  greengrocer  or 
fruiterer  for  obviously  much  higher  temperatures  are  reached 
during  the  summer  months. 

Presumably  the  “reasonably  practicable”  clause  is  intended 
to  cover  open  shops  but  one  finds  this  argument  being  used  in  the 
case  of  shops  with  no  doors  and  it  occurs  to  me  that  it  is  both 
reasonable  and  practicable  to  provide  a  door. 

One  further  comment  is  necessary.  In  the  case  of  exempted 
shops  effective  means  must  be  provided  to  enable  staff  to  warm 
themselves.  These  can  vary  from  a  three  kilowatt  fire  to  a  small 
bowl  fire  and  i't  is  difficult  to  know  where  to  draw  the  line. 


Accidents . 

The  Act  requires  that  the  enforcing  authority  be  notified  forth¬ 
with  of  any  accident  occurring  on  the  premises  which 

(a)  causes  the  death  of  a  person  employed  to  work  on  the 
premises 

or 

(b)  disables  any  such  person  for  more  than  three  days. 

During  1965,  thirty  accidents  were  notified  and  a  tabulated 
statement  is  produced  giving  statistical  details. 

The  majority  of  these  accidents  were  minor  in  character  and 
involved  persons  cutting  a  finger  whilst  cutting  meat,  tripping  over 
an  article  on  the  floor,  knocking  the  head  on  a  projection,  etc. 

Six  instances  are  worthy  of  special  mention.  In  four  cases 
injury  to  the  hand  occurred  whilst  cleaning  food  slicing  machines — 
in  one  instance  whilst  the  machine  was  in  motion.  The  question 
of  the  adequate  guarding  of  these  machines  has  presented  some 
difficulty  but  in  December,  1965,  the  Ministry  issued  Circular  7 
(Supplement  No.  4)  in  which  illustrated  examples  of  machine 
guards  are  shown  and  this  should  be  of  great  assistance. 

One  case  of  laceration  to  the  hand  from  wire  binding  whilst 
opening  a  case  was  notified.  Advice  was  given  regarding  more 
suitable  types  of  binding. 

A  further  case  of  burning  of  the  hand  occurred  and  this  was 
due  to  an  employee  relighting  a  heater  after  it  had  been  extin¬ 
guished  but  before  it  had  had  time  to  cool. 


REPORTED  ACCIDENTS,  1965 
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Notices  Served. 

Details  of  requirements  made  under  the  Act  during  the  year 
are  as  f ollows :  — 

Requirement  Number 

Provide  first  aid  box  ...  ...  ...  ...  241 

Provide  accommodation  for  outdoor  clothing  ...  28 

Provide  thermometer  ...  ...  .  186 

Provide  or  renew  wash-hand  basin  ...  ...  74 

Provide  hot  water  ...  ...  .  135 

Provide  soap  and  towel  .  43 

Provide  adequate  sanitary  accommodation  ...  29 

Mark  sanitary  accommodation  for  sexes  ...  ...  52 

Provide  hand  washing  facilities  .  10 

Mark  washing  accommodation  for  sexes  ...  ...  27 

Provide  handrail  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Provide  adequate  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  33 

Provide  adequate  lighting  to  work  areas  ...  ...  15 

Provide  drinking  water  .  ...  ...  10 

Repair  or  renew  water  heater  ...  ...  ...  4 

Provide  adequate  means  of  heating  ...  ...  54 

Provide  facilities  for  meals  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Provide  seating  facilities  for  staff  ...  ...  ...  18 

Cleanse  and/or  repair  floors  ...  ...  ...  36 

Cleanse  and/or  redecorate  walls  and  ceilings  ...  56 

Repair  and/or  redecorate  walls  and  ceilings  ...  48 

Cleanse  and/or  redecorate  W.C.  ...  ...  ...  65 

Provide  or  repair  artificial  lighting  to  W.C. 

compartment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Provide  intervening  ventilated  space  to  W.C.  ...  36 

Renew  W.C.  seat  .  ...  ...  ...  12 

Repair  W.C.  cistern  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Provide  adequate  lighting  to  staircase  .  8 

Redecorate  Office  . 3 

Renew  window  sash  cords .  3 

Repair  or  renew  door  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Provide  for  disposal  of  dressings .  6 

Register  premises  . 55 

Provide  copy  of  “Abstract  of  the  Act”  .  177 

Guarding  of  stairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Relieve  overcrowding  ...  ...  17 

Resite  appliance  to  reduce  accident  risk  ...  ...  3 

Effectively  guard  machinery  ...  ...  ...  3 

Take  measures  for  prevention  of  accidents  ...  5 

Provide  set  of  steps .  2 
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SECTION  “H” 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Dairies  and  Milk  Shops. 

There  are  within  the  area  14  registered  dairies,  and  licences 
for  the  sale  of  designated  milk  have  also  been  issued  in  respect 
of  128  shop  premises  and  three  milk  vending  machines. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960-63. 

Number  of  licences  in  force:  — 

(a)  Dealer’s  (Prepacked)  for  Untreated  Milk  51 

(b)  „  „  Pasteurised  Milk  92 

(c)  „  „  „  Sterilised  Milk  43 

(d)  Dealer’s  (Pasteuriser’s)  .  1 

(e)  Dealer’s  (Untreated)  .  2 

Pasteurising  Plants. 

There  is  only  one  pasteurising  plant  in  the  area — a  H.T.S.T. 
type  with  a  capacity  of  1,500  G.P.H. 

Samples  are  regularly  taken  from  this  plant  and  all  phos¬ 
phatase  tests  have  proved  satisfactory. 

Milk  Samples. 

(a)  Bacteriological. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  samples  taken  and 
the  results  obtained:  — 


GRADE 

No. 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Methylene 

Blue  Test 

Turbidity  Test 

Taken 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Void 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

449 

449 

— 

436 

— 

13 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

43 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

43 

— 

Untreated 

50 

— 

— 

49 

— 

1 

— 

It  is  to  be  noted  that,  of  the  542  samples  of  designated  milk 
taken  14  failed  the  methylene  blue  test. 
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Milk  Samples  which  failed  the  appropriate  tests  during  1965. 


Failure 

Designation 

Samples  from 

Past. 

Ster. 

Un¬ 

treated 

Plants  within 
the  area 

Plants  outside 
the  area 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

13 

— 

i 

7 

7 

Methylene  Blue  Test 
&  Phosphatase  Test 

— 

— 

— 

. 

-t- 

Of  the  14  unsatisfactory  samples,  4  were  from  vending 
machines  and  the  remaining  10  from  sealed  vessels. 

The  number  of  vending  machines  in  the  area  remain 
unchanged,  i.e.,  three  and  in  one  case  the  milk  is  cartoned  at  a 
local  dairy. 

These  machines  undoubtedly  meet  a  public  need  but  experience 
shows  that  an  undue  proportion  of  milk  fails  the  methylene  blue 
test.  If  the  machine  is  not  tilled  daily,  especially  in  the  summer 
months,  the  milk  becomes  stale  and  although  fit  to  drink,  it  is 
liable  to  fail  the  test.  Furthermore  the  refrigerating  machinery  can 
breakdown  or  is  not  properly  adjusted  so  that  milk  is  retained  at 
too  high  a  temperature.  A  combination  of  these  factors  will 
undoubtedly  lead  to  failure. 

So  far  as  samples  from  sealed  vessels  are  concerned,  five 
failures  occurred  from  bottles  or  cartons  supplied  by  firms  outside 
Thurrock.  It  is  wall-nigh  impossible  to  establish  the  reason  for 
such  failures  for  although  the  code  on  the  cap  may  indicate  the 
date  of  processing  and  bottling,  it  does  not  establish  the  date  of 
delivery  to  the  retailer  and  agreement  regarding  this  date  cannot 
always  be  obtained.  In  one  instance  the  firm  concerned  will  not 
code  their  milk  cartons  and  no  legislation  exists  to  compel  this 
very  necessary  procedure. 

Four  failures  involved  bottles  from  a  local  dairy  but  in  all 
cases  the  milk  was  sampled  from  a  retail  shop.  It  is  probable  that 
these  arose  through  failure  to  observe  proper  stock  rotation. 

The  remaining  failure  concerned  a  sample  of  untreated  milk 
from  a  local  producer-retailer  and  was  referred  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food—  the  licensing  authority. 

(b)  Biological. 

There  are  18  milk-producing  farms  in  the  area  and  every 
effort  is  made  to  sample  the  milk  from  each  farm  twice  yearly. 
During  the  year  31  samples  were  taken  for  submission  to  the 
biological  test  with  a  view  to  determining  the  presence  or  other¬ 
wise  of  tubercle  bacilli  and  brucella  abortus.  In  no  case  was  a 
positive  result  obtained. 
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Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  two  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  area  and  they 
are  in  regular  use.  The  Construction  Regulations  apply  tc  both 
these  premises. 

Knackers  Yards. 

There  are  no  licensed  Knackers’  Yards  in  the  area. 

Meat  Inspection. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in 

part. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs  Goats 

Number  killed  \ 

Number  inspected  I 

2432 

66 

27 

9468 

2590  1 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

56 

1  — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
ororgan  was  condemned 

302 

28 

1 

1387 

252  — 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci 

12.41 

42.42 

3.70 

15.24 

9.76  — 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_  . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

— 

— 

— 

58  — 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  . 

0.04 

2.24  — 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

15 

Carcases  submitted  for  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration  ... 

15 

_ 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned  . 

— 

_ 

_ 

-  -  . 

r  -  -  - 

Percentage  of  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with 
Cysticercosis  . 

0.61 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
during  the  year  was  14,584,  an  increase  of  8.6%  over  1964  due 
largely  to  a  increase  in  the  number  of  sheep  killed. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  every  animal  slaughtered  has  been 
inspected,  although  this  involves  a  seven-day  week. 

The  amount  of  tuberculosis  found  in  bovines  is  now  utterly 
negligible  and  in  the  single  instance  in  which  this  was  found,  the 
circumstances  were  reported  to  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

The  incidence  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  shows  the  lowest  figure 
since  1961. 

With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Meat  Inspection  Reg¬ 
ulations,  1963,  all  carcases  are  now  stamped  by  the  Inspector  and 
the  Council  have  continued  the  principle  of  making  no  charge  for 
this  service. 

Meat  Condemned. 

The  weight  of  meat  condemned  in  the  slaughterhouses  during 
the  year  amounts  to  10,580  lbs.  14  ozs. 

Slaughtermen. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958. 

A  register  of  all  licensed  slaughtermen  is  kept  in  accordance 
with  the  above  Act  and  the  number  so  licensed  is  11. 

Unsound  Food  Surrendered. 

Commodity  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 


382 

Tins 

Meat 

Blown 

Darn’d.  Decom. 

9 

2 

1 

1965 

99 

Fruit 

99 

99  99 

20 

3 

24 

1081 

99 

Vegetables 

99 

99  99 

7 

1 

17 

350 

99 

Tomatoes 

99 

99  99 

3 

— 

5 

244 

99 

Fish 

99 

99  99 

1 

— 

19 

260 

99 

Milk  Pudding 

99 

99 

2 

— 

21 

96 

99 

Milk 

99 

99 

— 

2 

7 

282 

99 

Milk 

99 

„  5223  pts.  equiv. 

65 

99 

Cream 

99 

99 

— 

1 

1 

3 

99 

Cream 

99 

„  6  pts.  equiv. 

21 

99 

Soup 

99 

99 

— 

— 

16 

27 

99 

Preserves 

99 

99 

— 

1 

6 

80 

99 

Fruit  Juice 

99 

99 

— 

3 

23 

6 

99 

Tomato  Juice 

99 

99 

— 

— 

4 

25 

99 

Baby  Foods 

99 

9  '  99 

— 

— 

7 

17 

99 

Pease  Pudding 

99 

99 

— 

— 

16 

5 

99 

Chicken 

99 

9  9 

— 

_ 

8 

13 

99 

Spaghetti 

99 

99 

— 

1 

13 

5 

99 

Imported  Livers 

Tyrosin  Depos. 

— 

1 

14 

5 

99 

Soft  Drinks 

99 

99 

_ 

_ 

3 

12 

99 

Ice  Cream  Mix 

„  3  Galls. 

ozs. 

9 

9 

123 

124 
14 
133 

10 


4 

1 

14 


44 

14 

94 


3  Galls. 


59 


Commodity 

Deter. 

Darn'd.  Decom. 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

ozs. 

9 

Tins  Baking  Powder 

55 

— 

— - 

2 

4 

1 3  Dr’ms  Custard  Powder 

55 

— ■ 

— - 

9 

— 

1 

Tin 

Syrup 

55 

— - 

— 

1 

— ■ 

1 

55 

Mustard 

55 

— 

— 

— - 

2 

3 

Jars 

Preserves 

55 

— 

— 

3 

1 

23 

55 

Salmon  Spread 

55 

— - 

— 

1 

13i 

13 

55 

Chicken  Spread 

55 

— 

— - 

1 

4 

19 

55 

Sandwich  Spread 

55 

— 

— 

4 

12 

11 

55 

Meat  Paste 

55 

— ■ 

— 

1 

6 

2  Botts. Sauce 

55 

— 

- — 

1 

— 

1  Bott.  Cooking  Oil 

55 

— 

— 

1 

4 

1 

55 

Soft  Drink 

„  Fluid  ozs.  251 

74 

Tins 

Ground  Almonds 

•  % 

— 

— • 

18 

8 

25 

Pkts.  Salt 

55 

55 

— - 

1 

— 

8 

141 

55 

Butter 

55 

— 

2 

14 

8 

13 

55 

Breakfast  Cereals 

55 

— 

— - 

8 

— ■ 

86 

55 

Biscuits 

55 

— 

— 

27 

12 

24 

55 

Flour 

55 

— - 

2 

16 

— 

14 

55 

Lard 

55 

— 

— - 

7 

— 

48 

5  5 

Margarine 

55 

— 

— 

24 

— 

48 

55 

Sugar 

55 

— 

3 

12 

— 

14 

55 

Sultanas 

55 

— - 

— 

14 

•  — 

4 

55 

Cake  Mixture 

5  * 

— 

— 

1 

10 

15 

55 

Swiss  Rolls 

55 

319 

55 

Frozen  Foods 

Refrig,  b'kdown 

57 

Meat  Pies 

55 

48 

Pkts.  Pastry 

55 

Cheese 

5  5 

— - 

1 

2 

13 

Sausages 

55 

— 

3 

4 

12 

Bacon  Joints 

5  5 

— - 

— 

21 

4 

1 

Roast  Leg  Pork 

55 

2 

Hams 

55 

— - 

— 

20 

— 

6 

Sausage  Rolls 

Mouldy 

3 

Cakes 

Mouldy 

Wet  Fish 

55 

3 

— 

7 

— 

7 

Chickens 

55 

— 

— - 

23 

8 

English  Beef 

55 

1 

— 

19 

8 

Imported  Beef 

Bone  Taint 

— 

— - 

3 

4 

English  Mutton 

55 

— 

— • 

6 

3 

Imp.  Ox  Kidneys 

55 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Imp.  Lambs  Kidneys 

55 

— 

- — - 

3 

— 

Imp.  Pigs  Livers 

55 

— - 

— 

25 

— 

Total  Weight  of  Food  Condemned 

58 

2 

16 

14| 

All  condemned 

food  is 

collected  by  the  department  and  dis- 

po:ed  of  on  the  Council’s  Refuse  Tip. 
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Ice-Cream  Samples. 

289  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bac¬ 
teriological  examination,  with  the  following  results: 

Ministry  of  Health's  Provisional  Grade  No.  of  Samples 

Grade  I  .  221 

Grade  II  ...  ...  ...  46 

Grade  III  ...  ...  ...  12 

Grade  IV  ...  ...  ...  10 

9  ice  lolly  samples  were  taken  and  all  were  satisfactory. 


The  standard  of  ice-cream  sold  within  the  area  throughout 
the  year  is  set  out  below:  — 


Producer 

Total  Samples 

i 

ii 

in 

IV 

A 

138 

109 

23 

6 

— 

B 

102 

79 

14 

5 

4 

C 

18 

8 

3 

1 

6 

*D 

15 

11 

4 

— 

— 

E 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

F 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

G 

2 

L 

— 

— 

< 

H 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

I 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

J 

1 

1 

— 

— 

• — 

K 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

289 

221 

46 

12 

10 

In  addition  a  further  35  samples  were  sent  for  examination 
but  on  the  advice  of  the  bacteriologist,  the  results  were  disregarded. 


^Producer  “D”  is  situated  within  the  Urban  District.  The 
remaining  producers  manufacture  outside  the  area  but  retail  the 
supplies  within.  The  15  samples  from  the  Thurrock  producer  came 
within  the  following  categories:  — 


Percentage  of  Grade  I  samples 

„  „  Grade  I  and  II  samples... 

„  Grade  III  samples 
„  „  Grade  IV  samples 


73.33% 

100.00% 

0.0% 

0.0% 


33 
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This  represents  a  great  improvement  and  is  well  within  the 
recommended  standard,  i.e.,  50%  of  samples  should  fall  into 
Grade  I,  80%  should  fall  into  Grades  1  and  2,  not  more  than 
20%  should  fail  into  Grade  3  and  none  into  Grade  4. 

The  overall  picture  regarding  the  quality  of  the  ice  cream  sold 
in  the  district  is  not  so  healthy,  the  percentage  of  Grade  4  samples 
being  3.4 — the  highest  for  some  years.  These  unsatisfactory  sam¬ 
ples  involved  both  shops  and  vehicles.  In  all  cases  the  ice  cream 
originated  from  producers  outside  Thurrock. 

One  is  not  surprised  to  find  an  occasional  failure  in  the  case 
of  loose  ice  cream  from  vehicles  coming  from  outside  the  area— 
a  state  of  affairs  which  is  difficult  to  control — but  six  Grade  4 
samples  of  a  prepacked  product  from  firms  of  national  repute  are 
most  disappointing. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 

The  special  attention  devoted  to  enforcing  the  above  Regula¬ 
tions  was  continued  during  1965  and  a  total  of  2.896  visits  and 
revisits  were  made  to  food  shops,  cafes,  school  and  factory  canteens. 

Details  of  requirements  made  under  the  Regulations  are  as 


follows:  — 

REQUIREMENTS  NUMBER 

Provide  “Wash  Your  Hands”  Notices  .  42 

Refrain  from  smoking  . .  2 

Cleanse  or  renew  equipment  .  ...  10 

Provide  or  renew  sink  ...  .  6 

Cleanse  and/or  redecorate  food  rooms  ...  ...  58 

Protect  food  from  risk  of  contamination .  17 

Repair  or  renew  floor  covering  ...  ...  ...  28 

Provide  impervious  surface  to  work  tables  ...  7 

Provide  waterproof  dressings  and/or  antiseptics  in 

first  aid  box  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Maintain  standard  of  cleanliness .  5 

Cleanse  and/or  repair  refrigerator  .  4 

Provide  nailbrush  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Repair  windows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Repair  or  renew  wall  tiles  ...  .  4 

Provide  waste  food  bins  . .  ...  ...  7 


Total  260 
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Other  Regulations  affecting  Food  Premises:' — 

Provide  or  renew  dustbins .  ...  ...  3 

Provide  lids  for  dustbins  .  2 

Repair  and/or  cleanse  yard  surface  ...  ...  11 

Repair  and/or  cleanse  drainage  system  ...  ...  9 

Remove  accumulations  .  8 


Total  33 


During  the  course  of  each  year  numerous  complaints  are 
received  about  a  wide  variety  of  incidents  which  the  public  believe 
arle  liable  to  be  injurious  to  health  but  the  complaints  received 
about  faulty  food  hygiene — and  I  do  not  refer  to  foreign  bodies — 
are  almost  non-existent.  Health  departments  could  therefore  be 
excused  if  they  accepted  the  view  that  the  public  were  generally 
satisfied  with  existing  standards.  Housewives  have,  if  they  wish 
to  use  it,  the  greatest  powers  of  all  for  enforcing  food  hygiene.  The 
keenest  and  most  efficient  local  authority  can  only  hope  to  achieve 
a  limited  number  of  inspections  of  each  food  establishment  but  the 
housewife  is  in  them  every  day.  When  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
finds  unsatisfactory  conditions  he  can  require  them  to  be  put  right 
or  a  prosecution  may  ensue,  but  it  is  the  housewife  who  really 
decides  whether  a  business  continues  or  closes  down.  So  long  as 
traders  can  apparently  satisfy  their  customers  with  their  existing 
practices  there  is  no  real  incentive  for  them  to  bring  about  improve¬ 
ments.  Many  traders  have  made  really  worthwhile  efforts  to 
improve  their  premises  and  their  practices  and  often  this  has  in- 
volved  them  in  heavy  expenditure.  It  is  hoped  that  this  has  proved 
financially  rewarding  but  so  long  as  there  are  premises  where  little 
or  no  effort  has  been  made  beyond  that  forced  upon  them  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspector,  the  progressive  trader  has  not  reaped  his 
full  reward.  If  the  claim  that  “food  hygiene  is  good  business”  is 
made  into  a  truism  the  battle  is  more  than  half  won  and  no  one 
except  the  housewife  can  bring  this  about. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 — Section  16. 

The  records  show  that  there  were  428  premises  registered  for 
the  manufacture  or  preservation  of  food,  or  sale  of  ice  cream  at 
the  year’s  end. 

These  figures  include  40  premises  registered  under  the  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960,  for  the  preparation  of 
potted  shrimps. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1960 
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Legal  Proceedings. 

Twenty  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  involving 
foreign  bodies  in  food,  mouldy  meat  pies,  etc. 

One  prosecution  was  instituted  during  the  year.  This  was  in 
respect  of  a  bun  containing  part  of  a  cigarette.  A  fine  of  £10  was 
imposed. 

In  the  remaining  cases  informal  action  was  taken  without 
recourse  to  legal  proceedings.  This  involved  a  warning  letter  from 
the  Clerk  to  the  Council. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  in  deciding  the  action  to  be 
taken  are  guided  by  the  nature  of  the  foreign  body,  the  record  of 
the  firm  in  question  and  whether  it  is  a  question  of  negligence  or 
accident.  In  the  case  of  tinned  food  packed  abroad  it  would 
scarcely  be  just  to  penalise  the  retailer  or  the  importer  since  neither 
could  be  aware  of  conditions  inside  a  tin  which  appeared  sound 
from  external  inspection. 

In  the  case  of  perishable  foods  I  feel  that  more  attention 
should  be  given  to  shelf  life.  Manufacturers  should  code  mark 
clearly  and  quote  the  code  on  invoices.  Retailers  should  adopt 
their  own  coding  system. 

In  addition  to  foreign  bodies  or  unsound  food,  three  complaints 
were  received  regarding  milk  bottles  which  had  been  improperly 
cleansed  and  warning  letters  were  sent  to  the  dairymen  concerned. 

Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963. 

No  egg  pasteurisation  plants  exist  in  the  area. 
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THURROCK  ANNUAL  REPORT  1965 


During  the  year  1965,  337  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were 
examined.  Of  these  78  were  taken  formally,  248  informally,  and 
11  were  complaints. 


The  number  adulterated  or  about  which  some  comment  was 
made  was  29.  The  incident  of  these  criticisms  may  be  classified 
as  follows:  — 

Number  of  samples 
examined 

Number  of  samples 
adulterated,  etc. 

Milk 

51 

— 

Other  Foods 

239 

24 

Drugs  and  Chemicals  47 

5 

A  sample  of  butter  contained  16.09  per  cent  of  water,  and  one 
of  margarine  contained  16.3  per  cent,  whereas  the  Butter  and  Mar¬ 
garine  Regulations,  1955,  do  not  permit  butter  or  margarine  to 
contain  more  than  16  per  cent  of  water. 

Six  complaints  were  received  of  foreign  matter  in  bread,  four 
of  these  were  found  to  be  due  to  gear  oil  from  the  shafting  in  the 
bakeries  concerned,  and  in  the  other  two  cases  fragments  of  insect 
tissue  were  the  offending  matter.  A  biscuit  was  also  found  to  be 
contaminated  with  oil  and  iron  from  shafting  in  the  biscuit  factory. 

A  sausage  roll  submitted  as  a  complaint  was  coloured  greenish 
blue  in  places  consisting  essentially  of  dead  mycelium  and  spores 
of  a  penicillium  mould,  but  as’  the  penicillium  mould  was  dead 
it  must  have  been  cooked  in  the  roll,  particularly  as  it  was  em¬ 
bedded  in  the  meat  portion.  A  bread  roll  with  a  sausage  was 
contaminated  with  what  at  first  sight  appeared  to  be  cigarette  ash. 
No  tobacco  leaf  could  be  detected,  but  two  small  pieces  of 
coloured  bristle  were  found,  and  it  was  thought  the  sausage  must 
have  been  dropped  on  to  the  floor  and  replaced  in  the  roll,  but  by 
whom  and  when  it  was  impossible  to  say. 

A  portion  of  corned  beef  contained  part  of  a  fly  embedded  in 
the  meat.  The  fly  was  partially  flattened  so  that  it  had  probably 
been  pressed  and  cooked  in  the  meat.  The  thorax  and  part  of  the 
abdomen  of  the  fly  were  similar  to  those  of  the  species  of  Lucilia 
caesar.  Some  black  particles  adherent  to  the  bottom  of  a  pork 
pie  consisted  of  charred  gravy  browning  which  had  doubtless  been 
picked  up  from  an  improperly  cleaned  pie  can  in  which  the  pie  was 
baked. 

A  complaint  was  received  regarding  suspected  foreign  matter 
found  in  a  dried  malt  beverage.  It  was  found  to  consist  of  the 
food  with  a  small  quantity  of  water  or  milk,  and  had  probably 
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been  formed  by  the  use  of  a  wet  spoon  in  the  house  from  which 
the  complaint  originated. 

Some  diet  biscuits  were  stated  to  contain  ‘Cellugar’  as  an  in¬ 
gredient,  but  this  description  is  insufficient  according  to  our 
Labelling  of  Food  Order  which  requires  all  ingredients  to  be  des¬ 
cribed  by  their  correct  names.  If  the  manufacturers  wished  to 
claim  that  the  biscuits  were  a  medicinal  product  and  not  a  food, 
then  again,  under  the  Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act,  1941,  they 
must  give  the  correct  description  of  ‘Cellugar.’ 

Three  samples  of  pork  sausages  contained  preservative  which 
was  not  declared  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Pre¬ 
servative  Regulations.  This  failure  to  declare  the  presence  of 
sulphur  dioxide  may  be  due  to  the  use  of  seasoning  mixtures 
containing  sulphite,  commonly  sold  to  small  sausage  makers  in 
shops  and  the  retailers  had  probably  overlooked  its  presence.  One 
of  these  samples  also  contained  only  61  per  cent  total  meat  and  was 
therefore  6  per  cent  deficient  in  meat.  Another  sample  of  pork 
sausages  contained  only  63  per  cent  of  meat  and  was  3  per  cent 
deficient  in  meat,  but  examination  also  showed  positive  reactions 
for  anti-pig  serum  and  anti-cow  serum,  indicating  that  the  manu¬ 
facturers  were  using  a  high  proportion  of  beef  in  the  sausages.  Yet 
another  sample  of  pork  sausages  contained  only  62.5  per  cent  of 
meat,  and  was  of  a  good  red  colour  such  as  one  would  expect  to 
find  with  beef  sausages.  The  fat  was  only  18  per  cent  calculated 
on  the  whole  sausage,  whereas  with  pork  sausages  the  fat  is  gener¬ 
ally  nearer  50  per  cent.  A  positive  result  for  beef  was  obtained 
with  anti-cow  serum,  and  it  was  thought  the  butcher  had  sold  beef 
sausages  of  good  quality  in  mistake  for  pork  sausages. 

A  brawn  contained  only  76  per  cent  of  total  meat  whereas  the 
draft  proposals  for  Sausages  and  Other  Meat  Products  requires 
brawn  to  contain  not  less  than  80  per  cent  of  meat  and  this  sample 
was  therefore  5  per  cent  deficient  in  meat. 

Two  samples  of  shredded  beef  suet  were  deficient  in  fat,  con¬ 
taining  75.7%  and  80.6  per  cent,  of  fat  respectively.  The  Food 
Standards  Suet  Order,  1952,  requires  shredded  beef  suet  to  contain 
not  less  than  83  per  cent  of  beef  fat. 

A  chop  sauce  was  stated  to  contain  “Acetic  Acid  (Sol),”  but 
there  is  no  official  product  known  as  “Acetic  Acid  Sol.”  although 
the  term  is  used  by  a  number  of  manufacturers.  It  should  have 
been  disclosed  as  “acetic  acid,”  i.e.,  the  strong  acid  and  the  water 
does  not  have  to  be  mentioned. 

An  infant’s  food,  described  as  chicken  and  noodle  dinner,  was 
found  to  contain  2.81  per  cent  only  of  protein.  Your  analyst  is  of 
the  opinion  that  since  these  foods  are  sold  as  first  course  foods, 
which  are  the  ones  which  supply  the  protein,  their  protein  content 
should  be  at  least  equal  to  that  of  milk. 
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Bacardi  rum,  which  is  white  in  colour  and  possesses  an 
entirely  different  odour  and  taste  from  that  of  ordinary  rum  was 
sold  as  rum,  and  in  your  analyst’s  opinion  such  a  product  should 
be  properly  described. 

The  abbreviations  for  the  ingredients  of  two  samples  of  head¬ 
ache  preparations  were  incorrect.  The  Pharmacy  and  Medicines 
Act,  1941,  permits  only  the  use  of  abbreviations  given  in  the 
British  Pharmacopeoia  or  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex  to  be 
employed,  otherwise  the  correct  names  of  ingredients  must  be  used 
in  full.  Similarly  a  proprietary  cough  cure  was  described  as  con¬ 
taining  yet  another  proprietary  product  as  an  ingredient  without 
a  proper  disclosure  of  what  this  second  product  consisted. 

The  labels  on  a  carton  and  on  the  bottle  of  a  proprietary 
brand  of  chlorodyne  were  each  incorrect  in  themselves,  but  also 
claimed  different  quantities  of  morphine  and  other  constituents  to 
be  present  in  the  product. 

Yet  another  proprietary  product,  an  asthma  cure,  was  labelled 
with  misleading  statements  and  mentioned  as  approving  the 
nostrum  the  names  of  long  dead  medical  specialists  in  a  manner, 
which  would  be  held  to  be  unprofessional  and  the  veracity  of  which 
could  not  be  checked. 


Legislation  During  The  Year  1965 

There  has  been  more  activity  over  the  issue  of  new  Regulations 
and  proposals  for  new  Regulations  for  the  control  of  food  in  1965 
than  for  many  years  past. 

At  a  time  when  much  discussion  is  taking  place  not  only  in 
this  country,  but  in  most  of  the  more  prosperous  countries  of  the 
world  about  the  risks  attaching  to  the  use  of  additives  the  Govern¬ 
ment  is  rightly  giving  very  careful  consideration  to  the  matter. 
Owing  to  the  advances  of  civilisation  some  foods  must  be  stored 
beyond  their  normal  safe  keeping  life.  Many  foods  are  now  com¬ 
monly  available  on  the  market  that  could  not  have  reached  this 
country  years  ago.  In  order  to  combat  under-nourishment  and 
starvation  in  developing  countries  it  will  be  essential  to  make  ten 
blades  of  grass  grow,  where  in  places  there  is  only  one  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time.  It  will  be  impossible  to  do  this  solely  by  the  use  of 
natural  animal  and  vegetable  manures,  artificial  fertilisers,  selective 
weed  killers  and  pesticides  are  essential.  Once  the  food  has  been 
grown  it  has  to  be  stored  and  for  this  purpose  refrigeration,  desicca¬ 
tion,  and  sterilisation  can  at  times  be  employed,  but  preservatives 
must  also  be  employed.  Even  so,  if  the  food  is  to  be1  presented  to  the 
consumer  its  attractiveness  and  palatability  have  to  be  considered 
and  these  require  the  addition  of  colouring  and  flavouring  ingred¬ 
ients.  The  Government  has  decided  that  action  must  betaken  to 
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prevent  toxic  hazards  arising  from  any  of  these  materials  getting 
out  of  hand  and  the  Ministers  concerned  have,  therefore,  set  up 
a  special  Food  Additives  and  Contaminants  Committee  to  advise 
on  these  aspects.  A  special  memorandum  has  been  issued 
regarding  the  procedure  for  submissions  on  food  additives  and 
on  methods  of  testing  for  toxicity.  This  special  committee  has 
prepared  a  supplementary  report  on  antioxidants  as  a  result  of 
Which  proposals  have  been  issued  for  revised  regulations  regarding 
these  substances.  The  proposals  allow  for  the  use  of  not  more  than 
3  parts  per  million  of  ethoxyquin  on  apples  and  pears  and  tend  to 
restrict  the  maximum  quantity  of  butylated  hydroxytoluene,  which 
may  be  employed. 

Revised  proposals  have  been  made  for  regulations  for  the  use 
of  colouring  matters  in  foods.  These  regulations  are  being  wisely 
kept  under  constant  review,  but  if  the  present  suggestions  are 
adopted  it  will  restrict  still  further  the  number  of  colours  that  may 
be  employed  for  colouring  foods.  Similarly  a  report  has  been  issued 
on  flavouring  agents  in  foods,  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  ban  the 
use  of  certain  flavouring  agents,  of  which  some  have  been  employed 
for  many  years.  The  Committee  has  wisely  decided  that  it  would  be 
impracticable  to  fix  limits  for  the  maximum  quantities  of  flavouring 
agents  that  may  be  employed,  and  has  consequently  included  in 
its  condemnation  volatile  oil  of  bitter  almonds.  It  would  be  inter¬ 
esting  to  know  the  reason  for  this  prohibition,  whether  it  is  on  the 
grounds  of  the  risk  of  carcinogenic  properties  or  because  of  the 
risk  of  prussic  acid  poisoning,  but  one  would  think  that  if  the  use 
of  the  volatile  oil  is  to  be  prohibited  the  sale  of  the  original  bitter 
almond  nuts  for  human  consumption  should  be  stopped.  There 
has  been  considerable  discussion  about  the  advisability  of  the  use 
of  cyclamates  as  artificial  sweeteners.  These  are  now  permitted 
in  soft  drinks  but  not  in  other  foods  and  it  was  thought  at  one  time 
that  their  use  in  soft  drinks  might  have  to  be  stopped.  These  com¬ 
pounds  are  about  30  times  as  sweet  as  sugar,  do  not  possess  the 
metallic  taste  of  saccharin,  and  are  non-fattening.  After  some 
hesitation,  the  Ministers  have  again  been  advised  that  there  is  little 
risk  of  toxicity  arising  from  their  use  in  foods.  The  last  matter 
concerning  possible  deleterious  ingredients  is  that  of  mineral 
hydrocarbons  and  proposals  for  revised  regulations  for  their  use 
in  food.  These  regulations  will  revoke  the  legal  distinction  between 
so-called  microcrystalline  wax  and  other  paraffin  waxes,  provided 
that  they  are  free  of  carcinogenic  compounds.  The  difficulty  with 
the  proposals  is  that  they  will  require  a  kilogramme  (2.2  lbs.)  of 
the  wax  to  be  used  for  test,  so  that  this  can  be  carried  out  only 
by  obtaining  the  necessary  quantity  from  the  factory.  It  will  not 
enable  any  control  to  be  placed  on  manufactured  goods  and  it  will 
nullify  control  over  imported  foods  unless  special  provision  should 
be  made  to  this  end. 
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Meat  Products 

Considerable  activity  has  been  shown  by  the  Ministry  about 
types  of  meat  products,  including  sausages  and  other  meat  products, 
meat  pies,  and  canned  meats.  In  1951  and  1952  several  orders 
were  issued  and  revoked  and  since  that  time  many  discussions  have 
taken  place  regarding  the  possibility  of  standards  for  different  types 
of  meat  products.  Generally  these  proposals  have  eventually  been 
abandoned  because  of  the  difficulties  concerned  with  enforcement 
or  agreement  between  manufacturers  and  representatives  of  the 
public.  Your  analyst  has  sometimes  played  an  active  part  in  some 
of  the  discussions,  has  been  consulted  by  representatives  of  over¬ 
seas  manufacturers,  and,  therefore  has  a  full  appreciation  of  the 
unenviable  position  of  the  Ministry  in  trying  to  issue  regulations. 
Which  shall  be  fair,  but  which,  at  the  same  time,  must  conflict 
violently  with  the  interests  of  certain  parties.  It  is  almost  impossible 
to  lay  down  criteria  for  the  quality  of  meat  in  meat  products,  e.g., 
the  maximum  quantity  of  hide,  fat,  or  offal,  let  alone  attempt  to 
define  the  actual  quality  of  the  muscle  tissue  employed.  Various 
other  additions,  such  as  milk  products,  powdered  bone,  soya  flour 
make  analysis  and  control  difficult  to  enforce  and  there  is  the  per¬ 
ennial  problem  as  to  whether  beef  and  mutton  should  be  present 
in  pork  products  or  vice  versa.  Many  people,  however,  feel  that 
it  is  better  to  have  bad  standards  than  to  have  no  standards  at  all. 
Sometimes  it  is  suggested  that  if  an  order  is  unenforceable  it 
should  not  be  made,  but  again  the  very  fact  that  a  standard  exists 
may  make  certain  people  hesitate  before  contravening  it. 

The  proposals  for  sausages  and  other  meat  products  would 
make  it  an  offence  to  sell  any  type  of  sausage  containing  less  than 
50  per  cent  of  meat  or  a  pork  sausage  with  less  than  65  per  cent  of 
meat.  Some  standards  suggested  in  this  proposed  order  would 
appear  to  apply  to  canned  meat  products,  which  are  sold  loose 
rather  than  to  meat  foods  of  the  small  open  type  at  one  time  so 
common  in  ‘ham  and  beef’  shops.  Unfortunately  it  is  suggested 
that  salamis  should  contain  not  less  than  65  per  cent  of  meat, 
whereas,  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  are  partially  dried  out,  they 
usually  calculate  at  about  120  per  cent  of  meat.  Similarly  blood 
is  not  included  in  the  proposed  definition  of  meat  and  no-one 
would  wi^h  that  it  were,  but  black  puddings  would  have  to  contain 
not  less  than  65  per  cent  of  meat,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  they 
are  made  of  blood  and  contain  no  meat  tissue.  It  is  also  proposed 
that  sausages  and  sausage  meat  should  be  allowed  to  contain  up 
to  50  per  cent  of  their  meat  content  as  fat,  but  that  other  meat  pro¬ 
ducts,  not  specially  described,  should  not  contain  more  than  25 
per  cent  of  their  meat  content  as  fat,  though  mutton  and  lamb 
products  would  contain  up  to  30  per  cent  of  meat  as  fat  and  pork 
products  up  to  35  per  cent  as  fat. 

The  proposed  regulations  for  meat  pies  lay  down  standards 
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for  meat  in  pies  according  to  the  size  of  the  pie,  there  being  not 
less  than  21  per  cent  of  meat  in  the  smallest  pies  and  25  per  cent 
in  the  largest.  Proposals  are  also  made  for  Scottish  pies,  Cornish 
pasties,  and  similar  articles.  Considerable  controversy  has  ranged 
around  standards  for  canned  meat  products  and  the  proposals 
suggest  meat  contents  ranging  from  100  per  cent  in  the  case  of 
corned  meats  to  35  per  cent  for  those  products  where  the  label  sug¬ 
gests  that  meat  is  one  of  the  principal  ingredients,  anything  of 
lower  meat  standard  must  bear  a  qualification  implying  that  it  is 
made  ‘with’  meat,  meat  not  being  mentioned  as  the  prime  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  food.  It  will  also  be  necessary  to  couple  with  the  main 
description  of  the  product  one  or  other  of  the  following  qualifying 
descriptions :  — Meat,  corned  meat,  minced  meat,  chopped  meat, 
cured  meat,  meat  with  jelly,  meat  with  giravy,  meat  with  sauce, 
meat  with  cereal,  meat  roll,  meat  loaf,  meat  roll  with  stuffing  or 
meat  loaf  with  stuffing  except  that  the  words  qualifying  the  type  of 
meat  may  be  employed  instead  of  the  word  meat. 

The  Dried  Milk  Regulations,  1965,  revoked  the  Public  Health 
(Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923-48,  and  the  Dried  Milk  Regula¬ 
tions,  1964,  which  last  therefore  never  came  into  operation.  The 
new  regulations  prescribe  limits  of  fat  for  dried  three  quarter 
cream  dried  milk,  dried  half  cream  milk,  dried  quarter  cream  milk, 
and  dried  partially  skimmed  milk,  as  well  as  for  dried  skimmed 
milk.  Which  may  now  not  contain  more  than  1.5  per  cent  of  milk 
fat.  No  dried  milk  powder  may  contain  more  than  5  per  cent  of 
water.  Dried  skimmed  milk  must  be  labelled,  as  previously,  that 
it  is  unfit  for  babies,  and  other  dried  milks  from  which  part  of  the 
fat  has  been  removed  must  be  labelled  to  the  effect  that  they  may 
only  be  used  for  babies  on  medical  advice. 

The  Cheese  Regulations,  1965,  were  issued  on  the  31st  Decem¬ 
ber  and  come  into  force  on  the  1st  February,  1967.  The  regulations 
contain  rather  long  definitions  of  cheese,  whey  cheese,  processed 
cheese,  cheese  spread,  hard  cheese,  soft  cheese,  and  compound 
products.  These  definitions  have  been  drawn  up  primarily  according 
to  British  nomenclature,  but  imported  cheese  will  readily  fall  into 
the  categories  mentioned.  It  is  perhaps  unfortunate  that,  while 
these  Regulations  were  being  drawn  up,  no  mention  was  included 
of  continental  descriptions  giving  the  fat  content  of  cream  and 
other  soft  cheeses,  as  calculated  on  the  dry  basis.  Any  cheeses 
which  fail  to  comply  with  the  standards  for  the  highest  grades  of 
cheese  of  their  type  must,  when  the  Regulations  come  into  oper¬ 
ation,  bear  labels  describing  the  class  into  which  they  fall. 

The  proposed  Regulations  for  Butter  would  require  butter  to 
contain  not  less  than  80  per  cent  of  milk  fat,  not  more  than  2  per 
cent  of  milk  solids-no-fat,  and  not  more  than  16  per  cent  of  water 
and  no  colouring  matter  other  than  annatto.  One  anomaly  of  these 
proposed  regulations  is  that  butter  shall  be  deemed  to  be  salt  butter 


72 


unless  it  is  labelled  as  unsalted.  The  regulations  proposed  for 
margarine  would  require  margarine  to  contain  not  less  than  80  per 
cent  of  fat  and  not  more  than  16  per  cent  of  water.  The  standards  for 
Vitamins  A  and  D  contents  have  been  continued,  but  it  will  be 
insufficient  to  include  carotenes  as  Vitamin  A.  The  regulations 
would  automatically  make  it  illegal  to  use  any  illustration  implying 
any  connection  with  the  dairy  interest  in  any  label  or  advertisement 
for  margarine  and  the  size  of  print  of  various  words  on  labels  or 
in  advertisements  will  also  be  controlled. 

The  proposed  Ice  Cream  Regulations  include  a  fresh  definition 
of  ice  cream,  embracing  powders  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream 
by  the  addition  of  water  only,  but  excluding  water  ices  and  iced 
lollies.  The  position  of  mixed  products  containing  ice  cream  and 
iced  lollies  is  difficult,  because  control  can  only  be  enforced  either 
if  a  whole  article  is  obtained  and  kept  deeply  refrigerated  so  that 
the  analyst  can  separate  the  lolly  portion  from  the  ice  cream,  or 
the  composition  must  be  calculated  from  the  whole,  without  know¬ 
ing  in  what  proportions  they  were  blended. 

The  proposals  for  Regulations  for  coffee,  coffee  mixtures,  and 
coffee  extracts  in  the  main  consolidate  the  existing  law  on  coffee, 
coffee  mixtures  and  liquid  coffee  essences,  together  with  additions. 
Standards  are  suggested  for  ten  types  of  coffee,  coffee  mixtures,  or 
coffee  extracts,  liquid  or  dried,  and  for  decaffeinated  coffee  and 
coffee  extracts.  These  proposals  have  doubtlessly  been  drawn  up 
after  discussion  with  the  trade,  but  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why 
there  should  be  a  standard  for  caffeine  in  a  liquid  extract,  but  no 
minimum  standard  for  the  dried  extract. 

The  proposals  for  Regulations  for  Salad  Cream  and  Mayon¬ 
naise  follow  much  the  pattern  of  the  existing  Regulations,  but 
While  they  include  a  definition  of  salad  cream,  which  will  auto¬ 
matically  include  mayonnaise,  they  will  not  affect  those  products, 
which  are  not  labelled  as  salad  creams. 

Labelling  of  Food 

A  good  example  of  private  anxiety  was  shown  by  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  a  Bill  on  the  Labelling  of  Food  by  private  members, 
although  the  Government  itself  has  new  Labelling  of  Food 
Regulations  on  the  stocks.  This  Bill  would  have  brought  toilet 
goods  intended  for  application  to  the  skin,  hair,  or  nails  of  a  person 
under  control  and  there  are  many  members  of  the  public,  who 
would  like  to  see  this  happen.  In  the  United  States  such  articles 
are  controlled  under  the  Food,  Drug  and  Cosmetic  Act,  but  in 
Great  Britain,  apart  from  a  few  poisons  there  is  no  effective  control. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  have  made  Proposals  for 
Regulations  for  the  Labelling  of  Food,  but,  as  issued,  the  proposals 
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are  so  complicated  that  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  will  become 
law  without  considerable  amendment.  The  Chief  item  of  discussion 
is  the  proposed  Third  Schedule,  which  is  intended  to  control  the 
size  of  print  of  one  statement  on  a  label  relative  to  another  and 
thereby  to  control  statements  that  the  manufacturer  or  packer 
wishes  to  make  and  Which  may  be  true,  but  which  by  undue 
emphasis  or  suppression  may  be  misleading.  Whilst  it  is  essential 
that  the  public  should  be  protected  it  is  also  necessary  that  reg¬ 
ulations  should  be  worded  as  far  as  possible  to  be  intelligible  to 
those  who  must  comply  with  them,  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  the 
proposals  put  forward  were  so  involved. 

The  proposals  are  in  the  main  a  considerable  improvement  on 
the  existing  regulations  especially  regarding  the  disclosure  of 
ingredients,  but  the  extent  to  which  the  public  is  really  interested 
in  this  information  is  uncertain.  Many  definitions  of  the  meaning 
of  words  have  been  elaborated  and  several  fresh  definitions  intro¬ 
duced,  including  terms  such  as  ‘natural  flavouring,’  ‘flavouring 
agent,’  and  ‘artificial  flavouring  agent’  by  which  the  public  is  in¬ 
formed  whether  a  substance  is  natural  or  artificial.  The  proposals 
for  the  declaration  of  ingredients,  which  have  so  far  been  unsatisfac¬ 
tory,  have  been  modified,  but  even  now  in  your  analyst’s  opinion 
the  proposed  wording  is  unhappy  because  it  would  appear  that  a 
manufacturer  may  disclose  the  ingredients  in  the  order  of  the 
proportion  in  which  they  were  present  at  the  time  of  the  completion 
of  the  manufacturing  process,  or  in  the  order  in  which  they  will 
occur  when  a  food  has  been  reconstituted  by  the  addition  of  water. 
It  may  be  difficult  to  decide,  for  example,  When  meat  extract  ceases 
to  be  meat  extract  and  becomes  meat  stock,  or  what  should  be  the 
concentration  of  meat  stock. 

An  attempt  has  also  been  made  to  cope  with  the  declaration 
of  additions  such  as  preservatives,  colours,  emulsifiers,  artificial 
sweeteners,  antioxidants,  etc.  There  are  occasions  when  preserv¬ 
atives  or  antioxidants  may  have  been  added  originally  to  foods, 
but  where  they  have  virtually  disappeared  or  have  ceased  to 
be  able  to  perform  a  useful  function  before  the  food  is  purchased 
retail  and  a  note  on  the  label  advising  their  presence  may  mislead 
the  purchaser  to  expect  a  longer  shelf  life  than  could  be  expected. 

The  proposed  Fourth  Schedule  and  Regulation  2(d)  lay  down 
the  names  to  be  employed  for  different  species  of  fish.  Your 
analyst  believes  that  some  of  the  proposed  descriptions  are  being 
revised,  but  the  difficulties  of  enforcing  them  will  be  extremely 
difficult.  Thus  there  are  five  varieties  of  salmon,  but,  when  one 
receives  a  tin  of  salmon,  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  say  what  has 
been  placed  inside.  With  shrimps  and  prawns  the  differentiation 
is  even  greater  and,  if  enforced  as  at  present  envisaged  many 
varieties  of  so-called  prawn  and  shrimp  would  have  to  disappear 
from  the  market. 
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Number  samples  examined  Number  adulterated  etc. 


Brought  Forward  53  165 

Nuts  —  1 

Pickles  &  Sauces  —  5 

Soft  Drinks  —  6 

Soup,  canned  —  1 

Spices  —  5 

Spirits 

Brandy  6  — 

Gin  5  — 

Rum  6  — 

Vodka  1  — 

Whisky  5  — 

Spread,  savoury  —  1 

Suet  2  3 

Sweetening  Tabs.  —  3 

Vegetables,  fresh  —  2 

Vegetables,  canned  —  2 

Vegetables,  dried  —  3 

Drugs  and  Chemicals 
Balsam,  bronchial  —  1 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda  —  2 

Chewing  Gum  Laxative  —  1 

Cough  Linctus  —  1 

Emulsion  —  1 

Elixirs  —  2 

Liquid  Paraffin  —  1 

Lozenges,  antiseptic  —  3 

Mixtures  —  3 

Powders  —  5 

Syrups  —  5 

Tablets  —  19 

Tincture,  bronchial  —  1 

Vitamin  Pellets  —  2 
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—  1  — 

—  5  — 


10  10  21 
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1 
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3 
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3 
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1 

—  2 

—  1 

—  1 

—  1 

—  2 

-r  1 

—  3 

—  3 

—  5 

—  5 

—  19 

—  1 
2 


1  —  1 


1  —  1 

—  1—1 

—  1—1 

1  —  1 


Total 


78  248  11  337  1  18  10  29 
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Action  Taken  Regarding  Unsatisfactory  Samples 


Bread: 

Pork  Sausages: 

Bread  Roll 
and  Sausage: 

Butter: 

Biscuit: 

Sausage: 

Chlorodyne: 

Diet  Biscuits: 

Bread: 

Corned  Beef: 

Pork  Sausage 
Meat: 

Cough  Linctus: 
Bread: 

Bread: 

Bread: 

Pork  Sausages: 
Brawn: 

Asthma  Tablets: 
Suet: 

Chop  Sauce: 

Asthma  Remedy: 

Sausage  Roll: 

Pork  Pie: 

Margarine  with 
Butter: 

Shredded  Beef 
Suet: 

Compound  Aspirin 
Tablets: 

Infant  Food — 
Chicken  Noodle 
Dinner: 

Brown  Bread: 


Severe  cautionary  letter  to  manufacturers. 
Butchers  attention  drawn  to  low  meat  content. 
Warning  letter  to  catering  firm. 

Containing  16.09%  water — no  action. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturers. 

Preservative  notice  displayed  in  shop. 
Manufacturer  altering  label. 

Manufacturer  altering  label. 

Cautionary  letter  to  manufacturers. 

Cautionary  letter  to  importers. 

Notice  displayed  in  shop. 

Manufacturers  altering  label. 

Severe  warning  letter  sent  to  manufacturer. 

Cautionary  letter  sent  to  manufacturers. 

Cautionary  letter  sent  to  manufacturers. 

Attention  of  manufacturer  drawn  to  Analyst’s 
comments. 

No  legal  standard,  no  further  action. 

Manufacturers  requested  to  alter  label. 

Attention  of  manufacturers  drawn  to  Analyst’s 
findings. 

Old  stock,  new  label  now  in  use. 

Manufacturers  altering  label. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturers. 

No  further  action. 

Water  16.3%  —  Formal  follow-up  sample 
satisfactory. 

Attention  of  manufacturers  drawn  to  Analyst’s 
findings  —  Formal  follow-up  sample  satisfactory. 

Manufacturers  altering  label. 

Attention  of  manufacturers  drawn  to  Analyst’s 
findings  —  No  legal  standard. 

Severe  warning  letter  to  Bakers. 


